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; Be the publication of the Hiſtory of the 


DD. Popes, by 4—4 B-—r, E/q;, heretofore pub 
ic profeſſor of rhetorick, biſtory, and philoſophy in ibe 
univerſities of Rome, Fermo, and Macerata, and in ihe 
latter plate coumſellor of the inquiſition, the attention 
of the public was greatly excited by the above high- 
ſounding /itles (a) which the author aſſumed, Wy 


(a) That I may not omit any thing material, nor repeat, 
as my own, what hath already been obſerved by another, I 
beg leave to offer to the reader, in this note, the following 
very remarkable'particulars concerning Mr. B---'s titles, which 
I have extracted from a pamphlet, intituled, Remarks on the two 
- firfl volumes of the lives of the Popes, bearing date, Douay 
1754, not meaning to put an implicit confidence in any thing 
that cometh from ſuch a quarter, but rather defirous.to give | 
Mr. Br an opportunity of vindicating himſelf, by letting 
him ſee that what had been charged upon him near two years 
ago, without any reply, in a Popiſþ pamphlet, becomes now 
more worthy of his notice, as it is made public to Prote/tants. 
We cannot wonder (ſays the anonymous remarker) that 
© the character of ſuch an Hiſtorian ſhould fill his purſe, dra 
in a long liſt of ſubſcribers and patrons, and make all who [ 
© were impoſed upon by the cheat, big with expectations of | 
© ſomething extraordinacgffroms ſuch a pen. It is to be pre- 
© ſumed, that his intentions 4lrealy anſwered, at leaſt as to 
© his main purpoſe of riptions, and the diſguiſed Feſuit 
may be now ſafely un Lach ſurpriſed to find the only 
© title omitted which he could with truth, and ought in juſtice, 
© to have mentioned, that of a Jeſuit, and of a profeſſed Je- 
© ſuit : for he had made his laſt folemn vows. He certainly 
could not mean' that by the word Eſquire. Why then did he 
< ſuppreſs his former profeffions of 7 and Prisft ? - - - 
I know not Whether the church of England, which glories 
in ſupporting the hierarchy, would approve ſuch a conduct, 
© that a prieſt ſhould' totally ſhake off his orders, and meta- 
© morphoſe himſelf into a lay ſquire, ſo as to retain neither 
the name, nor any marks or obligations, of his former ſtate. 
© May we not aſcribe the ſuppreſſion of this-circumſtance.in 
© our North Briton to an apprehenſion that it might give 
* ſome ſcandal or offence .* And again; © Mr, Bx, to 
. A © indemnify 


"= er P * * 
- * * 


4 F ' # b 144 , 
the induſtry made uſe of to repreſent him not only-as 

a convert from popery, but as a convert who had given 
tte moſt convincing proofs of his ſincerity. His ſtory, 

3 e as” retailed nim in converſation, was eu- 


ha 1nd himſelf bor the omiflion of the titles of Prie/? and 
, uit, uſhers in his name, adorned with thoſe of public 
__ ofeſſor of Eloquence, -Hiftory and Philoſophy, in the 
= Sunne of Rome, Fermo and Macerata. - - I am in- 
W. - * formed, that he certainly never was a profeſſor, but only a 
© ſtudent, in Rome, tho? that city is not famed as an univer- 
? ſity, except for the canon and civil laws : ſo that what he 
* here means I cannot gueſs. He taught, indeed, the ſchools 
© of humanity, and I believe, of =..." and philoſophy, at 
* Macerata'- - - which college is barely a ſchool for the neigh- 
© bourhood, not. a place of reputation or reſort for learning. 


* © TheGentleman Aa at ſome loſs for titles, when he ſtrains 


1 and boaſts ſo pompouly. that be has been a ſchool · maſter, 
= in a ſociety inſtituted for that end, nd OR. 0 moſt come 
©m affigns that em loyment to its y 38 
But how can we thi n ar CR St we read bie 
<* "qualified CY of the Inquiſition ? 3238 
naturally nderfland » judge in that tribunal : 
r e beben a judge and 
2 © 5 Elie of our/apthor in that Lenks in the relation 
© publiſhed by Dr. Hill. But I ſhould be glad for his fake to 
preſume that this title he means to tile himſelf only 
od 1 75 to bring to the ĩnquiſition prohibited books, eſpe- 


gli, or 855 be Coofulted by the inquiſitors in cer- 


* tain Ale, which is a thing poſſible, 4 very probable: for 
23 © i le, wich ting pale, yr probe for 


©a title. In France bookſellers - - - are often deputed -- - to 


3 * examine books, which are imported. But for a Jeſuit in- 
1 2 In Tah, every one who has travelled abroad, and in- 
= - < formed himſelf of that court, knows i 5 is an Hirco-cervut, a 
© monſter in nature, it being a nt to the laws 
© and cuſtoms of that country, rh, Wir. might be 
© elſe here. When Mr. B - - - r is pleaſed to favor the pu- 

blue with that narrative of his eſcape |: Htaly, and of is 

=_— or fibce his atriwal in England, which is. 
his Herner ſituation, by every lover of truth, it will be pr 
. Fitch we ary for him to-give ſolid anſwers to the contents 
pf this, and of ſome other 2568 Sa ſhall extract from the 
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band writing of 


* 
tremely well calculated to engage the curioſity, 
and to affect the good? nature of the people of 
this iſland, who could not, as he flattered; him- 
ſelf, hear him relate the wonderful account of the 
motives which induced him to change his religion, 
and of his eſcape from the inquiſition of Macerata in 
che Pope's dominions, wit hout opening their arms to 
embrace him as one who had ex Himſelf to 
dangers that ou 1 to endear him to roteſtants. 
Numbers 0 ionable witneſſes, many of 
them perſons of bo ne London, at _ Bath, in 
the North of England, and in ſeveral parts of Scotland, 
have heard this — tale from Mr. B——r's own 
mouth; and it made ſo deep an impreſſion upon 
ſome, that they committed to writing a ſtory, which, 
however extraordinary, they believed on the unſupported 
evidence of the relater, and which, therefore, they 
thought ought not to be forgot. By this means, few- 
of the good ts of Great Britain, have. ever 
heard any thing of the Hiforian' of the Popes, or per- 
uſed his hiſtory, without alſo knowing ſomething of 
his hazardous eſcape from Ttaly ; and the MS. ac- 
counts of it being handed. a and tranſcribed, it 
was no wonder, that one of them ſhould at laſt, be 
conveyed to the preſs (3), the fubltance.of which 1 
ſhall here 5 to the reader. 
$0.4. 2h EB. 5 « Upon 


07 It 3 in N 1750. 57 . Mr. Richard 
Barron, a diſſenting miniſter, who wrote a Laxpa to the nar- 
Sn n which he mentions its Rer. lu. communicated 


B----r. himſelf, to the Rev Hill, chaplain 2 
Archbiſhop o 3 But, in is ibaa 
to ebb of Mr. Hi chat Mr. Barr pad 


For tho What he 


inted_ had been copied Cow a MS. in I 
Hill; this MS. was only a a, 
an account. of this matter, which n 
informed, to "bs ct of Canterbury b * correſpondent in 45 
country, and was taken down. Hem Dunc 
and his fon, from the mouth of a confidera ble Per = 
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Upon an information that a perſon had ſpoke diſ- 
reſpectfully of the inquiſition, whilſt the guilty 
t perſon ſuffered at Rome, an innocent gentleman of 
1 16.5 lr | * Florence 
he had heard from B. r' own mouth. And, indeed, if we 
except perhaps.one or two hical inaccuracies in the ac- 
count publiſhed by Mr. Zarren, it agrees, as to the principal 
particulars, with the ſtory, which very many of Mr. B---r's ac- 
aintances well remember to have heard from his own mouth. 
have, long before Mr. Barron's pamphlet appeared, been en- 
tertained with the ſame tale, repeated to me by gentlemen of 
jadgment and veracity, who heard the author himſelf give the 
narration; and I had, lately, in my hands, a MS. account, con- 
fiſting of 27 quarto pages, taken from his own mouth, 
by a lady in Cumberland, and tranſcribed from her papers 
by a very eminent divine of our church, now veſted with 
- higheſt honours in one of the univerſities. The principal 
difference between the account publiſhed by Barron and the 
MS. one juſt mentioned, conſiſts in this, that the latter is 
vaſtly more copious and circumftantial, and paints the cruelties 
of the inquiſition in much ſtronger colours. After being told 
this, the reader will be ſurprized to read the advertiſement 
which Mr. B.- v publiſhed on the occaſion in the General 
Advertiſer of November 2d 1750. | 


| Bon- Street November 2, 1750. 

© Whereas a pamphlet is juſt publiſhed, entituled, 4 faithſul 
l account of Mr. A. 4 B---r's motives for leaving bis office of 
© ſecretary, c. To prevent the public from being impoſed 
© upon, 4 declare, that I gave no ſuch account, and 
© that it is almeſt in every particular abſolutely falſe. * 1 


Why this worthy gentleman ſhould have been ſo ready to 
give the lie, in ſo peremptory words, to a ftory which he 
had been as ready to propagate in converſation, will be ve: 
difficult to be well accounted for, ſuppoſing the facts whi 
he related to have really happened. The above advertiſe- 
ment, therefore, could not but create a ſuſpicion in the 
minds of ſome who before had a good opinion of him, that 
| the curious account of his eſcape, with which he had capti- 
vated the hearts of honeſt Proteſtants, was a tale fit only for 
- ſtle# companies, and not to be made public, left it 

ſhould get into the hands of Papi/r, who might be fo uncivil 
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* Florence was by a villainous treachery decoyed thence 
to Macerata, where, Mr. B——=r himſelf 4iting in 
© tht council of inquiſition, he was tortured with a cruel 

F f © © © beyond. 
a ſacrifice of truth.---In order, therefore, to remove all ſuch 
ſuſpicions,” and to fatisfy thoſe friends who could not recon- 
cile Mr.B---r*s advertiſement with what they had heard from 
his own mouth, he thought it neceſſary to make the follow- 
ing declaration, which I have.tranſcribed from the General 
Advertiſer of November 27, 1750. SV: Fw . 

| Bond- Strast, November 27, 1750. 

An account of the motives that occaſioned my leaving the 
< inquiſition, very imperſec, and fuiſe in many circumſtances 
© that might affect and impeach the credit of the whole, having 
< been ſurreptitioufly impoſed on the public, and a new edition 
© thereof being advertiſed by the publiſher, notwithſtanding it 
© has been publicly diſavowed by me and by the gentleman 
ho was ſaid to have taken it immediately from my mouth, I 
© ſhall, at the deſire of my friends, publiſh, myſelf, a true 
account of this matter in all its particulars, as /aon as I have 
© acquitted myſelf of my engagement to my ſubſcribers, by 
© ſiniſhing the additional ſheets that will complete the ſecond 
volume of my Hiſtory of the Popes. A. B. r. 

It is impoffible for any one, who compares this laſt adver- 
tiſement with the former one of November the 2d, not to be 
ſtruck with a moſt eſſential inconſiſtence. In this laſt, Mr. 

'B---r ſays that Mr. Barron's account is very . 
in many circumſtances ; words which plainly admit that the 
facts are, in general, true: and yet if we look back, we 
ſhall find him, on the ad of November, declaring that this 
very account is «lmo/t, in every particular, abſolutely falſe. 
Mr. B---r, it is to be ſuppoſed, had, when his ſecond advertiſe- 
ment came out, refreſhed his memory; or, which is moſt 
probable, ſome of his friends had put him in mind that 
they had heard from himſelf a tory agreeable to that account 
which he had called abſolutely falſe in almaſt every particular. 
And he muſt well remember that he had a vifit from the 

Rev“. Mr. Hill, chaplain to his Grace the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, to know upon what grounds he had fo abſolute- 
ly denied the ſtory ; and his anſwers were ſo prevaricating and 
evaſive, that Mr. Hill came away with the loweſt opinion 
of his ſincerity ; for the only miſtakes that he pretended to 
find in the account were of the name of a place and of a date, 

But What is moſt remiärkkple in the laſt nee 
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beyond that of Nero, and, at laſt, diſmiſſed upon 
© advice that the true criminal was taken at Rome: 
© but the unhappy gentleman continued, ever after, 
© ſenſeleſs and diſtracted. Another relation given by 
Mr. B—=r is ſtill more frightful. A certain gentle- 
© man, his particular friend, happened to let fall an 
© innocent joke, about the garb of two capuchin 
© friars, and being overheard by them, was accuſed to 
© the inquiſition. Mr. Br was ordered to take a 
guard. which is always in waiting, and to appre- 
hend his "unfortunate friend, whilſt he was in bed 
+ with his wife, lately married, at midnight; and the 
© leaſt excuſe would have been fatal to himſelf The 


< nobleman expired under his inhuman tortures, in 


« preſence of the inquiſitors. Mr. B——-r ſtruck 
© with horror, reſolved to make his eſcape 


, and to 
< renounce a religion which ſanctiſied ſuch villanies. 
© He procured, from the inquiſitor general leave to 
make a pilgrimage” to Loretto, but ſhaped his 
«courſe over the mountains to Switzerland, armed 
Vith a pocket-piſtol, in reſolution to diſpatch him- 
© ſelf for fear of torments, in caſe he could no ways 
© eſcape. Both he and his horſe were growing faint 
<* -when he arrived among the Switzers: but whilſt 
4 he was refreſhing himſelf in a catholic canton, he 
< ſaw-himſelf deſcribed, with a reward for ap- 
s prehending him, in a paper which two men were 


reading. 


the ſolemn promiſe which Mr. B. 7 makes to publiſh, himſelſ, 
* rom” of his eſcape, /o_ ſoon as he fe 2 23 
imſelf of his engagement to his ſubſcribers, iſhing bis 
ras mo his ſecond e hath — 4 completed 
theſe five heart, the third hath, long ago, made its appea- 
rance, and the fourth, we are aſſured, is in great forwardneſs 
in the preſs ; but where is Mr. B---r's promiſed account ? He 
hath ſhamefully broke his word to the public: and he who 
could be guilty of this, hath given but too much reaſon for 
our disbelieving any thing which hath no other evidence. but 
is own. word to ſupport it. In ſhort, to uſe Mr. Barron's 
uft remark, in ſome queries which E. never anſwered,, the 
whole affair turns upon the veracity of a man, who to rai, 
compaſſion and gain money, has tald ſuch flories,m private as 
dare not publickly acknowledge, | 
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reading. He di iſed hitnſelf;/' got away imme- 
« diately, of he would have been ſeized. From Berwe 
© he fell down the Rhine to Strasburg, to avoid paſ- 
ſing through Popis countries, and from Strasburg he 
came on poſt-horſes to Calais. No ſooner was he ulight- 
ed at his inn there, but advertiſements were fixt upon 
the gate, deſcribing him, and promiſing a reward for 
* apprehending him. He endeavoured to croſs the ſea 
© in a filhing boat, but was forced back to Calais, the 
« weather being too boiſterous, ' Luckily, Lord Balti- 
* more took him into his yacht. The day he landed at 
Dover, he was ſurprized to receive a letter directed 
© to him from the inquiſitor general, with promiſes of 
honor and reward, if he would return. But the perſon 
© had diſappeared, before he could enquire after him.“ 
This tale with all its improbabilities and incon- 
ſiſtencies (c), and to which Mr. B—-r uſually added, 
upon the ſame infallible authority of his own word, a 
en Marg | E 
(e) Mr. B. is deſired to give an anſwer to the following 
quotation from his Popijþ antagoniſt. The ſtory of Mr. 
. 's eſcape is the moſt ridiculous piece of forgery, in every 
© circumſtance. - --- The pretended cruelties which the author 
© deſcribes, are ſaid to have been exerciſed. for the moſt 
© triffling jeſts, ſuch as are not uncommon in thoſe countries, 
© as.my ears have been witneſſes. _ Certainly, the author was 
< reſolved that, no flouriſhes ſhould be wanting to his tale, 
© that might render it more ſurprizing. But he ought to 
hae firſt proved that the judges; were not civilized crea - 
© tures, or even men, that his = might appear poſlible. 
« Mr, B. indeed made his eſcape from Perugia to Venice, and 
© de not doubt in great haſte. . The occaſion is very well 
* inown in that country, in the, N of. Buonacorſi,,. The 
the 


* 


© reaſon of his in Calais to croſs the channel (which was 
© very different) is likewiſe well known among his brother 
© Teſuits and 2 at Douay. 1 am perſuaded” he has 
never choſen to publiſh the one or the other. I only ſay, they 
© have no fort "of nity, with what the pampbleteer puts in 
© his mouth. Mr. B. by diſowning it has ingenuouſly given 
© him the lie, which teſtimony, alone ought to have diſcre- 
© dited the pretended authority of him who diſclaims it. 
Indeed who could imagine it poflible; that this 4 
"ne: | | 2 


lamentable deſcription of the many. dangers to which 
he was daily expoſed, after his arrival. in Ezg/and, by 
the attempts of the Papiſts to poiſon or 2 —— him, 
had the wiſhed - for effect, gained general credit, and, 

of courſe, recommended the hero of it to the larcen? 
many well- meaning Proteſtants, who : cagerly ſub- 
ſcribed. to his Hiſtory of the Popes, a work to enrich 
which they were taught to believe that the treaſures of 
the Vatican had been ranſacked, and in which the ſe- 
crets of the inquifition would be diſcloſed; and which, 

it was thought, would contain many diſcoveries fatal 
to the cauſe of popery, as being written by one whaſe 
former. profeſſions, as a jeſuit and as an inguiſitor had 
given him acceſs to know the weakneſs of that cauſe, 

which, | . was e he had TR Principle. 


c would not have made a more conſiſtent fory'?. Would he 
© have altered and contradicted every real cucumſtance of 
© his eſcape and journey ? Could he have faid that he oh- 
'< tained leave to make a'pilgrimage to Loretto, from the in- 


. © quifitor general, who knew this was to transfer the r 


into Spain or Portugal, to find ſuch à title, which is not 
Ito be met with in Rome, much leſs in a 7eſuit's convent in 
< Macerata or Perugia ? He would not have forged an 
< advertifement of the inquiſition publiſhed in any of the 
Stoß cantons ; - - - much'leſs would be have invented the 
< ſtory, that he was no ſooner got into Calais, but his perſon 
< was marked to the ſentry at the gate of the town to be 
c ſeized ; and this from the inquiſition, which has no more 
< power in France than it has in England. Tbe like orders 
© would have been given at the ſame time to the ads of 
© the: harbour, who are always F 
© quently he could never have got out of Calais, "This whole 
piece is diverting to one who knows the exceſſive jealouſy 
< of all French tribunals __ the leaſt act or name uf a 
© foreign inquiſition. But the ſtory of the inviſible meſſenger 
with a letter from the inquiſitor general, meeting him at 
Dover, crowns the jeſt, He would certainly have kept fo 
precious a monument, and ſo honourable 'a proof as that 
letter would have been. And I would fain know," who 
< ever heard of an inquiſitor general in” Ital ; ; for the "Pape 
6 onde rem dont 52 7715 
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Mr. BP t propoſals and preface to his Hiſtory | 
of the popes were publiſhed in the year 1747 (d), 
and, from that time, he hath been looked _ by 
the public in general as a worthy champion of the re- 
formed church; his work, ſo far as it hath been 
carried on, hath had many.admirers, and more readers: 
and, as if the ample profits of a ſubſcription: uncom- 
3X monly great were an inadequate reward for his labour, 
a noble penſion hath been ſettled upon him, by the 
ſolicitation of a patron , whoſe character, both as a 
man and as a ſcholar, is in ſuch eſtimation, that his 
friendſhip, while it procured to Mr. Br the ſolid 
advantages of profit, could not fail to procure to him, 
at the ſame time, the pleaſing acquiſition of reputation: 
Thus rewarded and thus honored as the hiſtorian of 
the popes hath been, whoever would attempt to un- 
maſk him as an impoſtar, will, no doubt, find the 
Public extremely averſe to change the favorable opinion 
they have entertained of his character; and nothing but 
evidence irreſiſtible ean be ſuppoſed capable of producing 
this effect, and of engaging thoſe, who have been impoi- 
ed upon, to confeſs, without reluctance, what there can 
be no difgrace in confeſſing, that their good ſenſe hath 
been a dupe to low cunning, and impudent falſhood. 


1-50 


(4d) bear date March 25, 1747. In' theſe ſals 
he EY that the two firſt of Thich — to 
the death of Gregory VII. in 1085, would be delivered on, 
or before, Lady-day 1748 : whereas the ſecond volume 
extends no farther than the death of Boniface III. anno 607, 
and ns > the 7th hath not even made his appearance in the 
third vol. The firſt vol. was publiſhed in May 1748, and the ſe- 
cond not completed before 1751. The public were made to 
believe that the whole work would be comprized in four 
volumes ; but, at the rate the author ſeems reſolved to go on, 
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5 '7e may perhaps be favored with fourteen volumet. Never 
o urely was there a more glaring inſtance of ſcandalous abuſe 
* of the public favour, than in the caſe before us. Had any 
ad other perſon, except Mr. B- r, given this convincing proof 

a that he ſpun out his work merely to encreaſe his gains, he 


would have been deſpiſed as a Mercenary e. 5 


— 
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And yet; difficult as. the taſk may be, I am not 1 
without hopes, that I ſhall be able. to place ſuch a 
facts before the reader, as muſt convince every one 0 
whoſe mind is open to conviction, that the author of 6 
the hiſtory of the popes is an impoſtor, who, having p 
gained the rewards. of virtue, deſerveth to be expoſed 7 


to the infamy of vice; and whom not to expoſe, 
when there are materials for doing it in my poſſeſſion, 
would, 2 2 be to conſpire with him in 
his groſs 1 the inhabi- 
tants of this iſland. 5g 
But before I to draw afide the veil which 
Mr. Br hath fo artfully. thrown around his cha- 
racter, it may not be im to quote ſome 
from the preface to his hiltory ; a preface which was 
circulated throughout the kingdom, above a year be- 
_ fore the work itſelf appeared, being intended as a ſpe- 
cimen of what Proteftants might expect, from an au- 
thor who maketh the following declarations. : - 
The work which I now offer to the public, Lun- 
* dertook ſome years ſince at Rome. — as I was then 2 
© maſt zealous. champion of the popes ſupremacy 
</ which was held as an article of faith by the body 
I belonged to, my chief deſign when I engaged in 
© ſuch a work, was to aſcertain that ſuptemacy.—— 
© more thn ie ws in my power 0 perform. 
more t ie was in Power to ene in 
ſpite then of my e to the contrary, reaſon 
Ks the bites of the ſtrongeſt prejudices, — [ 
came a proſeiyte to the opinion which I had propoſed 
© to confwte, and fincerely abjured in my mind that which 
c on Oy re to defend (c).“ And 
Ep PF again: 
e ie following oblerfiitions; frown the D - 
2 2 remarkable. Mr. — us in his . pot: 


© he n a hiſtory of the popes in Rome, and had carried 
— — ; bot that whilſt 


© he wrote to maintain their ſupremacy, * diſcovered it to 
yr oof 2 chimerical prerogative, unknown in the primitive 
; ages. 
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again: I no ſooner found myſelf in a country where 
* truth might be uttered without danger, than I reſolved 
to reſume and purſue, in my native tongue, as 
© ſoon as I recovered the uſe of it, the work I had 
begun in a foreign language. If it ſhall pleaſe 
© heaven to ſecond my undertaking, fo far as to alarm 
by it thoſe proteſtants (I wiſh I might not ſay thoſe 
* many Proteſtants) who are not aware, nor ſufficiently 
* guarded againſt the crafty infinuations, the ſecret 
* views and attempts of the papel emiſſaries, I ſhall 
think the time and pains it coſt me abundantly 
Theſe and many other declarations equally warm, 
which may be ſeen in Mr. B——#s preface, being 
conſidered, and the ſtory of his eſcape, as related 
himſelf, being attended to, it will; no doubt, at firſt 
ſight, be thought to be a malicious and ble 
falſhood, to affirm of this zealoas advocate for the 
Proteſtant religion, whoſe reaſon bad got the better of 
the ſtrongeſt prejudices while be was fill in nah; that, 
after he had been near twenty years in Exgland, 2 
country where: truth might be uttered without danger, 
could hinder him to make a pu- 
opinion to which be bad become 4 


blic profeſſion of 


© ages. I became a proſelyte to the opinion, &c. - - Had this 
© been true, it muſt have happened whilſt he lived in Rome a 
© ſtudent, And he muſt have been actually a Proteſtant in 
© his heart, when he made his laſt vows among the Jeſuits, 
continued ſome years ſaying the breviary and mals eve 

day, honoring the ſaints, profefling, teaching, and defendi 

the pop#s ſupremacy, and the other tenets of the eatho 

© faith, nay, as he tells us, in the title of this work, de- 
« fending it by being himſelf a member of the bloody  ingui- 
* fition, We are told in the account of his eſcape, aſcribed 
6 to him, that the cruelties of that court firſt opened' his eyes, 
© and made him . to renounce à religion in which they 
© were prattiſed, I confeſs I cannot ſee what ſubtilty can 
« reconcile theſe accounts together, much lefs make them 
* conſiſtent” with the true notorious circumſtances of his 
(ang ont” 56 moet e, Woh enen 


RY 


* 
proſeiyte before his arrival amongſt us, that he ſtill kept 
up an im imacy and correſpondence with his brethren 
the Feſuits, and a correſpondence of ſuch a nature, 
as would give us reaſon to deſpiſe him as the diſ- 
guiſed papiſt, or rather the abandoned profligate. 

Malicious and improbable as this accuſation may 
appear to be, the following account will put the truth 
ot it beyond all probability, nay, indeed, beyond 

all poſſibility, of doubt. en 
I here are now in the poſſeſſion of Sir H——ry 
B———1d of Ox h in N—— Ik, the moſt au- 
thentic proofs of this aſſertion : for, ſurely, nothing 
can be more authentic than letters written by himſelf 
to  Fatber Sheldon, Provincial of the Jeſuits in 
England. How difficult it will be to reconcile Mr. 
B r abjuring popery in bis mind while he was till at 
Rome, and amazing the inhabitants of Great-Britain 
with a wonderful tale of his eſcape from the Inqui- 
fition, with Mr. B—r writing ſubmiſſive and peni- 
tential letters to his ſuperiors the Provincial of the 
Jeſuits in England, and the General of the whole Order 
at Rome, will appear from a peruſal of the-letters in 
queſtion, Six in number, copies of which I have been 
able to procure; and which 1 have thought it my 
duty ro make public, and to illuſtrate and confirm by 
collateral evidences, and authentic facts, which have 
come to my knowledge; that ſo the world in ge- 
neral may receive that full ſatisfaction, which pri- 
vate examination hath already given to particular 
perſons who have had acceſs to inquire into the par- 
ticulars of this frange iranſaZFion, and whoſe inquiries, 
without being biaſſed by prejudice, or animated by 
reſentment, have had no other end in view, but the 
PP . — PT non 
But before I gratify the curioſity of the reader with 
a peruſal of letters ſo remarkable as theſe muſt be, it 
will de neceſſary to premiſe, ſome particulars, which, 
by fixing the dates, and explaining names of per- 
ſons, may throw ſome light . 
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from the nature of it, cannot but be attended with 
obſcurities, when inquired into by thoſe, who, uncon- 
nected equally with Mr. B r and the repreſentatives 
of the Feſuits, muſt have had many difficulties to 
ſtruggle with, in arriving at the knowledge of the 
facts before us. x BENT 

The two firſt, of the fix letters being without any 
date at all, it will be very material to obſerve, from 
the following facts, that they could not be prior to 
the year 1745 As they are written to Father 
Sheldon, in his character as the Superior of the Order 
in this country, this will bring them down at leaſt 
to the time of his entering upon that office. Now, 
upon inquiry, I find that Father Sheldon did; not 
arrive in England, to act as Provincial, till after 
the death of Father Shirburn, his predeceſſor in that 
office, and with whom alſo it will appear, by and 
by, that Mr. B-—r had very important deal- 
ings. - Father Shirburn died on the 5th of January 
174+ ; and it was not till ſome time after, that his 
ſucceſſor arrived in E The correſpondence, 
therefore, between and B—-r did not begin 
before 1745. Nay, we may be pretty certain t 
it did not begin till towards the cloſe. of that year; 
perhaps not till the beginning of the next. This I 
collect from the following circumſtances. Mr. Shel- 
don, as I have been informed, reſided conſtantly in 
London for ſeveral months after his arrival in E- 
land; and as London hath alſo been the uſual place of 
Mr. B---7"s reſidence, it is not, in the leaſt, probable, 
that they ſhould correſpond by letter upon an affair, 
which, from the nature of it, could beſt be ttanſactect 
by meeting together in company. But what putteth 
it beyond all doubt, that the correſpondence did not 
commence till the cloſe of 1745, at ſooneſt, is this 
circumftance, that, at the time when it was carried 
on, Mr. Sheldon paſſed under the name of Elliot Brown ; 
which direction is upon two of the letters. Some 
time after the breaking out of the rebellion, which 
Was in the latter part of the year 1745, a 83 


ing 
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being-ifſued out by the ſecretary of ſtate to apprehend 
Sbel don, on ſuſpicion of treaſonable practices 5 he nar- 
rowly. eſcaped being taken at his lodging in Little 
Wi Street Lincolns: Inn-Fields, where his papers were 
all ſeized; and retired to the country ſeat of his ne- 
pPhew Mr. Sheldon, at Weſton in Warwickſhire, paſſing 
Under the name of Elliot Brown. I am informed that 
Mr. B—#r was not ſo far truſted by his provincial as 
to be made acquainted with the place of his retreat; 
but'that the correſpondence paſſed through the hands 
of one Mr. Elliot, a Jeſuit, and near relation of Shel- 
dun, and who had been appointed to act as his deputy. 
This may partly be collected from one of the letters, 
where mention is made of this Mr. Elliot, as one 
from whom'B—r expected Sheldow's anſwer. Cer- 
fain it is; from the've ry look of the letters, that they 
paſſed r a third } hand; the direction, which is 

— being very different from Mr. 
u wri ting, who muſt have ſent or given his 
ban Hern b 0 this Mr. Elliot, or ſome ocher 


"thus, with forne- degree of exactneſs, 


vn the commencement of B cor- 
with Father Sheldon, to the end of 1745, 


2 
brought 


or the beginning of 1746, it may be neceſſary allo 


to premile, that the Mr. Retz, — rd» rm 
| — was, at that time, the General of the 

there being always one, who, under that title, oath 

the diredtion of the affairs of the Order, refiding; con- 

ſtantly at Rome, and exerciſing an abſolute power 

over every member of the ſociety, in every part of 

the world: - His deputies, in che ſeveral countries, 


17 Mr, B. reftion at all, y of the 
9 in — v circumſtance, , agen ay of th is 


to take notice of, might furniſh our Jeſuit ſkilled in 


* of caſuiſtical reſervation, with a pretence for - 
hath done in his advertiſement, and in a 


„ that he never did bold correſpondence with 
r in bi I rb. 
| Or, 


— 
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4%. | 
or, as they call them, Provinczs, where there are 

Jeſuits appointed to SERVE, have the name of pro- 
VINCIALS, from whom any Father-of the Order, who 
thinketh himſelf aggrieved, may appeal to the Genz- 
RAL at Rome; who is conſulted in all caſes of 
conſequence. Theſe particulars, will throw ſome 
light © upon Father - - ' letters to Father Sheldon, 
his provincial, both of them here in England. There 
are only two other perſons named in the letters; 
Mr. Elliot, whom I have already mentioned, who 
is ſtill alive, but ſo far off as Rome; and Mr. Carte: 
ret, ſucceſſor to Father Sheldon, as = tenant in Zng- 
n lived long enough, as the 
reader will obſerve be 1 have done, to gs fe- 
crets, which the hiſtorian of the Popes never intended 
to truſt to Proteſtant ears. — The letters ſhall now 
follow, copied, as I have been informend with the 
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7 ) Father Sheldon; after the expiration-of his NEVER 
as inen in England, retired to Rome, in the year 1750, 


or 1751, and died, Rector of 2 Lon 
the iſt of January «ry 1250s, Father Carteret: died Provincial, 
at London in M 

(6 "Thee of the lets bong without due, th ode in 


to be read, can be diſcovered only by an 
attentive - of them; and, I believe, moſt of my rea- 


ders will be of opinion, tae my ueruagement of teen is thy 
true one. 44 vs 
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DT W827 Sith erin olrs e Hewes gn nt; 
P vrice this on the laſt, day of my retreat (+), in 
* which I have endeavoured to confirm myſelf ſtill 


more in my former, 19117 unalterable reſolutions. 
ru. 


But, dear Sir, I diſtruſt, my own weaknels, and 
tremble when I. reflect on the ſevere trials I muſt 
again undergo. To avoid them, I have thought of 
the following expedient, which, if you don't approve 
of, yet you will, I hope, forgive me for offering it, 
and aſcribe the trouble I give you to the entire con- 
fidence I place in you. The expedient is, to make 
over to me part of the ſum that is owing to you, 
which I find you cannot eaſily recover. I Id im- 
mediately transfer it to the woman, who would, in a 
very ſhort time, find means to recover it, and al- 
low me my ſo much wiſhed- for liberty. This would 
make me completely happy; but non mea voluntas, ſed 
tua fiat, for that, I am = is the will of him who 
diſpoſes and ordains all things for our good. I have 
received a letter from Mr. Carteret, in Mr. Netz s 
name, who deſires to know what ince will be 
moſt to my ſatis faction. If I could be any ways ſer- 
viceable here, I ſhould be glad to ſhew my gratitude 
for the many favors 1 have received, . I leave you to 
judge whether or no I am fit to ſerve here, and to 
write your thoughts ro Mr. Netz. As for mylelf, [ 
ſhall name no place to him, but ſubmit myſelf-encire- 
ly to his will; for I am now, thank God, quite in- 

(*) A retreat, in the language of the Roman Catholics, means 
a retirement from the world, for a certain number of days, 
ſuch as a perſon's own zeal ſhall prompt him to, or his ſupe- 
riors and director ſhall enjoin by way of penance. It doth not 
appear from the letter, which of theſe was the caſe, when Mr. 
. made his retreat; but Mr, Carteret hath told ſeveral 
ſons, that the retreat was enjoined by order of Mr. Retz. 
n either ſuppoſition, this circumſtance is, in itſelf, a very 
ſolemn proof of B- - - r's profeſſing himſelf to be a n 
Catholic ; but a very inconſiderable one, when compared with 
what followeth afterwards in this Letter. 
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different as to places, and am well perſuaded that 
what place ſhall be thought by you or by him the 
moſt proper, will be the moſt proper. I ſhall con- 
clude this letter with begging you to forgive the 
trouble, and to aſſure yourſelf that I want nothing ſo 
much as an opportunity to ſhew by my actions and 
conduct how fincerely I am, | | 


Dear Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient bumble Servant, 
A. B. | 


„* 
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SECOND LETTER 


Directed in a different Hand to Mr. Elliot Brown ; and in- 
dorſed, Anſwered Fuly 17th. (5) 


Dear Sir, | 
AS your having kept ſo long, and your continuing 
to keep me in this unhappy ſituation, tho' at this 
preſent time you have it in your power to deliver 
me from it, leaves me no room to expect any reliet 
from you, I think myſelf obliged to apply to Mr. 
Retz and lay my caſe before him. This ſtep, how- 
ever neceſſary, I would not take without acquainting 
you before hand with it. Dear Sir, I repoſed an en- 
tire-confidence in you, and am greatly concerned to 
find myſelf, in an affair of ſuch infinite conſequence, 
thus diſappointed. But as it was my duty ſo to do, 
that, I hope, will juſtify-me, and at the ſame time 
procure me ſtrength to withſtand the dangers, to 
which you leave me expoſed, till I receive an anſwer 


) As this letter was anſwered” on the 17th of Fuly, we 
r oe the date of it to be very near that day, as it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that Sheldon would defer anſwering what he 
appears, from the following letter, to have reſented highly, 
viz. B- 's threatning to complain to Mr, Retz, the Ge- 
neral of the Order. The year is indiſputably 1746. 
A 201 B from 


ö FL is Wall 
PT our common friend, who, I am confident, will 


pity my caſe, and findſome means to deliver me from 
my prefeht unkappy ſituation. Excuſe the trouble. 


FR + am · OY ES 0M ] | 
rene B. 


P. 


The money being now ready and your conſent a- 
lone wanting, as 1 ſhall write to Mr. Retz; I wiſh 
vou would at the ſame time let him know upon what 
motive you refuſe it, or let me know it, that he (I) 
may acquaint him with it, if you are > not at Ekiſure to 


"THIRD LETTER; 

— directed to Nr. Elliott Brown at Weſton 

eee by Chipping Nerten bag; with the oft 
The direction a different hand. 


märk upon it. 
5 Tub 24 1746. 


Ie; ou thanks for your Paverael.odnenition () 
'ndomarharIdeſeryedo be . with more ſe- 

55 ann! verity 

= e) FRO roms a — to an of- 
0, ſuperior. Mr. Sheldon's ſeverity was, no doubt, oc- 
caſioned by the ſecond letter, in which 5 threatens 
bim with a complaint to Mr. Retz, for refuſing the money. 
32 --- 7 alſo having, in that letter, ſaid at this per ſent time 
you have it in your eee Aft and again, the 
wn being now ready, and your conſent alone wanting, as I ſhall 
write Mr. Retz ; it is robable that Sheldon looked upon this 
as à charge brought againſt him, of having told a falſhood 
about the money. For it appears from the firſt letter, that 
——A ONES: = < - WOO LOgERN 
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yerity than your charity and neſs have allowed 
you to ule. My ce earneſt deſire of 
ing delivered at once from my preſent moſt heavy 
tribulation, tranſported me beyond the bounds of my 
duty, and prompted me to write in a manner very 
unbecoming one who can plead nothing for himſelf 
but pure charity and compaſſion. Dear Sir, if repen- 
tance can repair a fault, I do aſſure you I am hearti- 
ly ſorry for what I have done, and moſt humbly beg 
your pardon, which I hope you will grant me, not- 
withſtanding the juſt provocation my ingratitude may 
have given you. I rely entirely upon you; in you 
alone, after God, I put all my confidence; and there- 
fore ſhall from you alone expect my deliverance. 
The woman with her child is turned upon my hands; 
I am obliged to viſit her frequently; ſhe often preſ- 
ſes me either to keep her company, as I did before, 
or return her the money; and I find it a very dif- 
_ ficult taſk to keep her in humor without doing either. 
Dear Sir, as I am not inſenſible, the temptation is 
great; I am afraid of myſelf, and have, I affure you, 
ſhed many tears in reflecting on my dangerous ſitu- 
ation. But it is no worſe than I deſerve, and there - 
fore I have no reaſon to complain. I ſhall ſtrive to 
bear my tribulation chearfully till it pleaſes God to 
deliver me from it. I thank you for your kind re- 
gard to me in writing to Mr. Retz. I ſhall write to 
him this week, as you deſire, to beg his pardon, and 
acquaint him with the ſincerity of my intentions. As © 
your Letter has given me great concern, I ſhall be 
very uneaſy till I hear from you. If you abandon 
me I am quite undone; but the goodnefs you have 
hitherto ſhewn me makes me believe you never 


return the money to him, that there was @ ſum owing to them 
which they could not eafily recover. This ſeems to be the pro- 
. vocation which had drawn upon B - - - r the paternal admo- 
nition of his Provincial. 1 


B 2 will 


( 20 ) 

will, notwithſtanding the provocation I have given 
you; for which I again aſk your pardon, ſincerely 
wiſhing it were in my power to atone for it! I am, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
HY AA te arg 
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FOURTH LETTER. 
s | Richmond 24. October 1746. 


Dear Sir, 


Ir is with the deepeſt ſenſe of gratitude that I re- 
turn you my moſt hearty thanks for the great pains 
you have taken to deliver me from my preſent moſt 


unhappy” fituation. Your charitable and good na- 
tured endeavours have not, to my great concern, 


been attended with ſucceſs; but to you I am no leſs 
obliged than if they had, and I ſhall ever moſt grate- 

fully acknowledge this obligation. As I am fully 
convinced from what you have done that you will 
omit nothing in your power to relieve me as ſoon as 
you can, it would be needleſs to recommend to you 
an affair, which you have already ſo much at heart. 

I ſhall therefore only add, that I repoſe an entire 
confidence in your goodneſs and charity; and that in 


ſpite of the preſent 'moſt ſevere trials, and of any 


thing that can happen, I am determined, I hope 
,unalterably, to keep my former reſolution, till being 
| ſet at liberty by your means, I ſhall have the much 
= wiſhed for opportunity of ſhewing my gratitude more 
dy my actions than by words. In the mean time, 


1 am, 4 
4 


Dear Sir, i 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
r A. B. . 
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PIFTH LETTER. 
London, 14 March 1747. (0 
Dear Sir, | | ROS 


I F you had thought fit to make over to me part of 

the ſum that is owing to you, I ſhould have taken 
no ſtep towards the recovery of it, but what you 
approved of, and none at all, if you did not approve 
of it. I chiefly wanted to ſatisfy the woman and her 
relations by ſhewing them the conveyance , and 
thereby purchaſe a little quiet; it not being by any 
means proper to ſhew them what I now have. . Dear 
Sir, you cannot. conceive the diſtreſs I am in at this 
preſent time; and, what is worſt of all, I begin now 
to deſpair, being very confident that the perſon, 
who owes the ſum to you, never deſigned to pay it, 
nor ever will pay it, unleſs forced by law. But the 
whole I refer and entirely ſubmit to your judgment. 
You' need not take the trouble of anſwering m 
letter, I often fee Mr. Elliot, and from him I ſhall 
| know your ſentiments. Forgive this trouble, and be- 
lieve me moſt fincerely © 

Your moſt obliged humble Servant, 


(*) This muſt be March 1746-7. 


— 


SIXTH LETTER. 


N London. (*) 
Dear Sir, . 
Desi and conſtant vexation have at length 
got the better of all my good reſolutions; I 
could no longer withſtand a temptation, _ : 
cou 


(*) The contents of this letter fix its date pretty nearly 5 
B 3 for 
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duanger, will, I hope, in ſome degree, extenuate my 


(a ). 


could by no means avoid, and therefore have con- 
ſented to take the woman again, and live with her, 
as I did before, till I ſhall” be able to ſatisfy her juſt 
demands. It was with the greateſt reluctance and 
remorſe that I took ſuch a ſtep, and ſhould never 


| Have taken it, had I had but the leaſt proſpect or 


hopes of relief, You know I propoſed all the expe- 
dients 1 could think of; and nothing but your zeal 
and good nature could have bore with me ſo long, 
which I ſhall always gratefully remember and acknow- 
ledge. The laſt expedient would have quieted both the 
woman and her relatiens, for they only wanted ſome 
ſecurity for the money; would have ſaved me from 
utter ruin, and could not poſſibly” be attended with 
any evil. conſequences, fince I ſhould never have 
iven the leaſt trouble to that perſon without your 
owledge and conſent : in ſhort, had you not diſap- 
proved of it, I ſhould have thought that nothing 


Could have been objected againſt it; but as you did, 


it would have been impertinent in me to preſs it any 
farther. As for that perſon's paying you, dear Sir, 


it is but too plain ſhe never intended it, and this is 
what has quite diſheartened me, as on that all my 


hopes of relief was founded.. 1 do not pretend to 
Juſtify the ſtep I have taken; God forbid I ſhould : 
but the reluctance with which I have taken it, my 
ſuffering ſo much and ſo long before I took it, and 
my having tried all poſſible means of avoiding the 


| guilt 
for it was previous to his NR ſtep which would put an 
end to his correſpondence with Feſurts, The publication 
of his propoſals and preface ſo full of proteſtant zeal, was 
ſuch a ſtep; and they bear date, on the printed copy, March 
25, 1747. This date, I ſuppoſe, was in the Ms. ſent to 
the preſs; ſo that if we allow a week or ten days for the 
printing, we may fix the publication of - - - intentio 
of being-the ehampion-of proteſtantiſm n 

an 


April 1747; and conſequently, between that time, 


preceding 14th of March, was this farewell letter written, 


h 


guilt (7). And now, dear Sir, in the firſt place I 
heartily pray God to reward you for your pious, but, 
to my, unſpeakable misfortune, unſucceſsful engea- 
vours; you. haye done all that lay in yaur power 

to relieve me; and 1 ſhall always remember and 
acknowledge it. In the next place, with tears in my 
eyes [ take my leave of you; for this firſt ſtep will 

in a ſhort time be followed by another, which muſt 
put an end to our correſpondence. I muſt repair 
the crying injuſtice I have done, to an innocent 

child, = to a woman that has ſhewn the greateſt. 
regard and tenderneſs for me even in my diſtreſs, and . 
in order to that accept the advantageous offer now 
made me by my friends. 8 | A Wks: 


& „ 


Having thus laid open to you, as my beſt friend, 
my preſent ſituation, , without the leaſt diſguiſe 1 
hope you will remember me in your beft thoughts, 
that I may not hereafter refuſe what at preſent I ſo 
much wiſh for, ſhould it be ever in your power, or 
any body's elſe to relieve me (*), Perſuade yourſelf, 
dear Sir, tho* you ſhould never hear from me again, 


that | 
I am, and ever ſhall be, moſt ſincerely 
Your moſt obliged humble Servant &c. _ 
Tho), 


() What can one think of a Divine (for Mr. B-- - r, a 
eſurt in full orders, hath a right to this title, tho” he mo- 
eſtly declineth it for that of Eſquire) who hopes that what 

aggravates the guilt of all other ſinners, will extenuate his ?--- 
namely, his committing crimes deliberately, with his eyes 
„and againſt his own conviction ? 

(S) It will be impoffible to affix any meaning to this part 
of the letter, unleſs we ſuppoſe that Mr. B. intimates to his 
correſpondent, that tho* he be, at preſent, obli with. 
Reluftance and Remorſe to take a ſtep that will put an 
end to their correſpondence, he will, nevertheleſs return to 
his duty, ſhould Father Sheldon or any other perſon make 
him ſuitable propoſals, And with no other view but this, 

B 4 | could 


1 


. , - 

(24) 
Tho' I have conſented to take the woman - again, 
yet I am under no obligation of performing my 
promiſe till I hear from you. As for 
will be a fortnight before the patent is Lt” 
heartily wiſh it were in your power to make me eaſy 
in that ume, and prevent the impending ruin. 


202200 


rie, | 1 55 
could he deſire to be remembered in the Jeſuit's f thought., 
4 | | . K 1 14 


ot prayers. | 
p 6) This poſtſcript 1 notice. _ befides 
preſenting us with a very remarkable ſpecimen of Bs Je- 
Tittel addy, when he ſays, tbo Finn conſented. to 25 
the woman again, yet I am under no obligation of performing my 
romiſe; we may obſerve that he calls his breach with the 
Hl, impending ruin; and tells Father Sheldon, if he could 
make him eaſy within a fortnight (I ſuppoſe by repaying his 
money to him) this impending ruin might be prevented,” 
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(25 ) 

In theſe letters we have a very remarkable ſpecimen 
of the, abſolute ſubjection and ſubmiſſion'of Feſuits to 
their ſuperiors; and it will be obvious to any one Wh 
peruſes them with attention, that the writer drives at 
one ſingle object, of which he never loſes ſight, the 
recovery of a ſum of money. But beſides this tranſ- 
action, which runs through all the ſix letters, it ap- 
pears from the fſt, that Mr. Carteret had been nego- 
tiating with the General of the Order about appointing 
B. to act as a miſſionary in ſome Province or other: 
T bave received a letter from Mr. Carteret in Mr. 
Retz name, defiring to know what Province would be 
moſt io m Satiſfaction. From which words it ſhould 
ſeem that Mr. Retz gave Mr. B. his choice of any 
province, except that of England. But it is eaſy to 
perceive, amidſt all our Letter-writer's affected indif- 
ference as to places, that no other province but that of 
England would have been agreeable to him. Why 
elſe ſhould he ſay, if I could be any ways ſerviceable 
here I ſhould be glad to ſhew my gratitude for the many 


favors I have received? Doth it not appear from this 


that he would have looked upon his being appointed 
to ſerve in the Engliſb province, as a favor? And if 
he did not mean that his correſpandent ſhould recom- 
mend him as fit to ſerve bere, why doth he deſire him 
to write his thoughts 5 that ſubjeA, to Mr. Retz? 
And the reaſons why Mr. B. ſhould prefer the Englif6 
province are as obvious as they were prudential. After 


twenty years enjoyment of Engliſh liberty and Engliſb 


plenty, he could not but be unwilling to quit this 
ſcene for Halian ſubjection, and confinement in a col- 
lege, where he might be obliged to faſt without any 
liking to abſtinence, and to pray tho' his heart was a 
ſtranger to devotion, Beſides, while he continued in 
England, he was certain his former irregularities, which 
had brought him. here firſt, could not be puniſhed, 
in caſe his ſuperiors ſhould not be hearty in their for- 
giveneſs of him ; and, therefore, it was no wonder 


( 26 ) 
that, to one in his ſituation, the province of England 
ſhould be moſt defirable,, i 6 76 
Here, then, we may oblerve a very ſurprizing in- 
ſtance of the baſeſt hypocriſy. That very perſon Who, 
in 1747, hopes to alarm thoſe many Pratęſtants uo are 
not aware, ner ſufficiently guarded againſt the crafty in- 
© #inuations, the: ſecret views and attempts of the p emiſ- 
aries, as we read in his preface, but a little while before, 
moſt probably not a year, offers, with the moſt abject 
- ſabmiſſion and earneſtneſs, his ſervice to the General 
of the Ze/uits to be, himſelf, one of thoſe Emiſſaries ! 
Nor will it be any apology for him, to urge that he 
writes in ſuch a ſtyle, to the Feſuits, only to get his 
money out of their hands, being, all the while, a 
ſincere. convert to the Proteſtant religion. For, admit- 
ting that, when he correſponded with ' Sheldon, there 
was no Popery in his heart, we muſt admit that there 
was the vileſt diſſimulation and the meaneſt treachery. 
But tho' I ſhould admit that he may be ſuppaſed ca- 
pable of writing penitential letters to Father Sheldon 
without believing any one Papiſp tenet, in order to get 
his money back, where was his Proteſtantiſm when he 
lent it, as we ſhall find by and bye, to Fa/ber Shir- 
burn ? And how will he reconcile his accepting of an 
annuity from the ſociety of Jeſuits, within theſe four- 
teen or fifteen years, with his having joined in com- 
munion with the church of Zng/sud, upwards of ewenty 
four years? ü | 3 . 3 . 
This money tranſaction between the Hiſtorian of the 
Popes, and his brethren the Jeſuiis, being only men- 
tioned as ng, but the nature of it not being 
explained, in the letters; that I may clear up the end 
and intention of the correſpondence, it will be neceſſary 
to relate this wyferious affair; as it really happened, 
which will not only diſpell the obſcurities under which 
it will be left it we confine, ourſelves to the letters 
themſelves, but which will alſo. be a fort of key to the 
conduct and views of the writer; of whom I ſhall now 


be obliged to mention ſuch particulars, as will place 
| im 


® - 
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| 
| 
| 
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out ic ( 27 ) 


him in a very different light from chat, in which ha 
hath held hicmſelf out to the Proteſtant inhabitants of 
Great · Aritain. And I deſire that no farther credit 
may be giveu to the facts which I ſhall relate, than as 
they. ſnaſl he autheoticated- by proofs tao ſtubborn to 
be invalidated by all the ſophiſtry which can be 
diſplayed by low cunning whea it hath creduliry: and 


„ eee, upon. 
i-Que of the moſk 8 e of our Hera 


being his arrival in England, it will be proper to fix 


its date. But in doing this, Iowa that Lam at a loſs; 
for as this is a fact known beſt to Mr. B. himſelf, and 
as I find him varying in his accounts of it, at dif- 
ferent times, the reader cannot expect that I ſhould be 
able to point out the time when he ſpoke the truth, 
In the MS. account of B— eſcape, in the hand- 

ritiag. of an eminent Divine, and which . I have 
þ mentioned, he tells us, that he landed at 
ov on dhe eleventh of Jah 1732. But ſince he 
gave this date, be has refreſhed his memoty, and 
now we are told „ that he arrived either in 
or in July 1726. For my own part, I have been in- 
formed, that he might, if he had pleaſed, fixed this 
date in 172g. But as I aſſert nothing which I cannot 
confirm by real evidence, I ſhall only obſerye that I can 
trace our Hiſtorian back, in this country, ſo far as 
1727; in which year, if his memory doth. not fail 
hr he muſt recollect that he uſed to be in company, 


c in Landon, with one Gordon, a popiſb prieſt (ſtill 
ve, and at preſent chaplain to Lady Perth). and that 
at the ſame time he frequented the lodgings of 
the Hrouincial of the Feſuits, he himſelf lodging next 
door. . n * views he continued ſuch con- 
nexions, 


10 ) A gage now in London, aſſures me, that he ſaw 
- - fin A rc at Gordon's lodgings in Litile Wyll- 
25 The Prov —_ of the Jeſuits, at that 1 lodged 


1 


nexions, or lodged in ſuch a Quarter, ' after his art ival 
in this country, he himſelf can beſt tell. This at 
leaſt is certain, that ſuch a conduct was not that which 
we might expect from one, who, if his account of his 
motives for coming into this country was true, would 
naturally have ſhunned all popiſh connexions, and 
taken the firſt opportunity of publickly renouncingand 
_ abjuring that religion, whoſe tenets he now pretends 
that he even then looked upon as impious and beretical. 
But, ſo far as I have been able to learn, he doth 
not even ſay that he ever made any ſuch renunciation 
(5) in form.— While he paſſed, ſometimes for what 


in the ſame Street, at the houſe of Mrs. Fleetwood, aunt to 
Mr. Fleetwood of Drury-Lane Play- houſe. This houſe is on 
the oppoſite ſide of the way to that where. Gordon lodged, and 
B ---r was ſeen by the gentleman from whom I have my 
information, knock at that door; and upon aſking Gordon 
who lived there, he was told it was the lodging of the Pro- 
vincial of the Jeſuits. Gorden at the ſame time ſaid, that 
B - - - had told him he was a Jeſuit and, was going upon 
the miſſion to Scotland. But Mr: B - - - r's viſits to his Pro- 
vincial and other prieſts ſhall be confirmed by other proofs 

(b) To do B- - r juſtice on this point, I muſt own that 
I have heard, that to ſome of his friends he hath ſaid that 
he abjured the errors of popery upon his arrival in England, 
to Dr. 4ſpinwall. I hope for his own fake, this is not true; 
- becauſe to mention his acquaintance and connexion with 
Dr. Appinwall, will never ſerve any purpoſe, but to confirm 
the charge brought againſt him. Dr. Edward Aſpinwall, 
had originally been a Jeſuit; but, upon giving what biſhop 
Gib/on thought to be ſatisfactory proof of the ſincerity of 
his :converſion, he was, by the patronage of that learned and 
worthy prelate, made prebendary of Meſiminſter, and ſub- 
dean of the King's Chapel. Thus honored, as a ſincere 
convert to the Church of England, Dr. Aſpinwall died on 
the 3d of Auguſt 1732, a faithful. fon of the Church of 
Rome. This fact was notorious at the time, and Mrs. 
Aſpinwa/l made no ſecret of her huſband's dying fentimeats, 


and, being a good Proteſtant, would not permit a Prigſ to 
adminiſter 
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( 29 ) 
he really, was, a Zeſuit, at other times, when his cha- 
racter of Prieſt would have been an incumbrance, be 
aſſumed the title of Knight of Malta (c); with Proteſ- 
rants he aimed at no higher merit, than to be looked 
upon as a Freethinker (d); a character indeed very 


adminiſter Extreme Undtion to the Doctor, who deſited it. 
I ſhould be ſorry to find that Mr. B--- acquaintoed no - 
other Divine of the Exgliſb Church with his abjuration of 
Popery. But I am much more ſorry to find, that, not many 
months ago, Mr. B- - - r told a very worthy: Divine of 
high rank in our Church, with whoſe friendſhip, he hath N 0 
honored, that he himſelf, and Mr. Barton, then curate 
St. Ann's (but who had alſo been a Popiſb prieſt) attended 
Dr. Aſpinwall during his laſt illneſs. I fear that by this de- 
claration Mr. - r will encreaſe the ſuſpicions which 
had been entertained before by many concerning his own 
faith, without convincing any one, as he intended it ſhould, 
that Aſpinwall did not die a papiſt. I ſhall only add, that 
it is well known that the Aftericts which now ſtand in Dr. 
Middleton's Letter to Mr. Venn, in the firſt volume of the 
octavo edition of the Dr's works, p. 421. were filled up, in 
the MS. with ſome remarks on AſpinualP's return to popery. 
(e) The reader ſhall hear more of this in the proper 


(d) B-- - own friends ſeem to admit that his religious 
principles, after he came into England, will not bear exami- 
nation. In February laſt a friend of mine was told by one 
who, I ſuppoſe, had his information from B - - r himſelf, 
that upon his coming to England he waited upon biſhop 
Gibſon, to acquaint him that tho' he had left his own reli- 
gion, he was not as yet determined as ta the opinions to be 
ſubſtituted in its ſtead. It was the expreſſion of another of 
bis friends, about the ſame time, that = - - mind was a 
Tabula raſa, as to religious- principles, for ſeveral years after 
his arrival in this co Mr. 8 r, therefore, cannot 
complain of my injuring him by the appellation of Freethinker, 


as it ſeems to be a point not diſputed that he himſelf to his 
friends hath dated his converſion to Auen, to be mai 
years poſterior to his renouncing of Popery. V 

ar 


ho 


ere it necef- 


Yo inſtances of his impious byffoonry,, and mockery of our 
y religion, even publicly in Bookſellers ſhops, | could 
| aſſigned · 


—— 
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tto is conduct as a W Goo 
mitted into the family of Lid A as a 

nie do his lordfhip',” And afterwards in 

Oolonel K— 46 — to his ſon, in that Pur 5 
Nroteſtant conhexions, he could give full ſcope to his 
inventive faculty, entertain the company with the 
cruelties of the Inquiſition, his own eſcape from it, 
and the continual dan to which he 400 expoled by 
———— of Pepi _ eryifſatics. A n 1c the 


I al only mention one inſtance. The! it be 
ne of this worthy perſon's talents to accommodate his dif- 


and, principles to the company in which he happeneth 

to 325 he S made a groſs miſtake at the houſe 

525 5 e, the iis —— profane- raillery, 

m upon his ome paintings repre- 

golpet hiſtories, Pond 2 much as' it ſhocked the 

e wh who * this as a reaſon (and a 

) Upon being plied to, before 

5 85 the 6 Hier of the P — he d not 

1 —5 by 2 Boa pte for the au- 

1 ng, that no bonor mp pn done to the 
e we a champion 

44) Mr. 5 7, far from conceali regularities, 

ahi in . Amon ang bong he bath. fre- 

que his compa 0 an accoutt of his 

N out of a houſe: of civih reception in the 

ce by an acquaintance who aſked 

Se 7 oh r, is this 2 Hiſtary ? — we 

that he was, at Eg years of ore he 

| to wifes 5 and that 75 — write the 

LEE f an years after; to find him, ſo late 

. in brothels, a ond i 


| college of Macerata ; 
f find no means of gratifying his 

= an experiment, which 
2 x to. him.” The of this, already hinted at 
WH from his A 2 ſhall be more re particularly 


befyre I conclude. 
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ſame time, he did not ſeem to apprehend much real 
danger from them, otherwiſe he would not hade kept 
up an intimacy with any of them, nor aſſociated with 
Romiſb prieſts in general, and prieſts of his own order 
in particular, not only by viſiting them at their-lodg- 
ings ; but by diſcourſing with them daily, when he 
was in town, at their common Rendezvous, the 

of Mr. Lewis the bookſeller in Ruſſel-Street Covent- 
Garden (F). 1 8 
Frequent as Mr. B. was in his viſits to the Pro- 
vincial of the jeſuits, from the time of his coming to 
England, it is not inſinuated as if he had been an emiſ- 
ſary then truſted and employed by the Order. The 
truth ſeems to be, he was fonder of aſſociating with 
his old friends, than they were of aſſociating with 
him. And the reaſon is plain, — he had not come 
into England after throwing off his Order on account 
of any ſcruples of conſcience, but after his Order had 
thrown off him on account of irregularities in his con- 
duct. His aſſociating therefore with prieſts and jeſuits 
could be with no other view, but to have his paſt 
offences pardoned. For by thus paying his court, 
and by his attachment to the catholic religion, for the 
ſincerity of which he could appeal to the laudable en- 
deavours which he made uſe to bring over (g) ſome 
Proteſtants to the Romiſb communion, he was in hopes of 
being able to appeaſe his offended ſuperiors. oY 


(F) Mr. Lewis's character as an honeft, worthy man, is 
ſa well eſtabliſhed, that his evidence as to this point muſt be 
deciſive. Such company, and ſuch a place of refort, 
but very ill with B - - - 7's profeſſions to Proteſtants ; and 
Martin Folkes Eſq; the late worthy preſident of the Royal 
Society, who, by frequenting Tom's Coffee-Houſe, had often 
ſeen our Convert thus engaged, below ſtairs, uſed to expreſs 
his ſuſpicions of our 'Hiftorian's character, from this cir- 
cumſtance, and" ſubſcribed to his Hiſtory merely becauſe it 
was faſhionable to do ſo. 5: 6 Lace 

(s) This remarkable fact ſhall be properly authenticated. 


But 


— 


(3e) 

But whether, notwithſtanding all theſe marks of zeal, 
his ſuperiors ſaw. grounds for ſuſpecting his ſincerity, 
or whether the ſcandal which his conduct in Italy had 
brought upon the Order, made them cautious: of re- 
_ ceiving again into their body one, who, to gratify his 
paſſions, had already made no ſcruple to break his vows; 

or whether his irregular life, and inconſiſtent beba- 
viour after his coming into England, had prejudiced 
thoſe againft him, from whom he ſued for favour; 
whatever was the reaſon, the penitent negotiated about 
being re · admitted into his order, for ſeveral years, 
without ſucceſs At length, in the year 1741, he 
had recourſe to a method which he thought would 


remove all obſtructions to the point at which he 


aimed. | — 2 i 
Buy writing, for the bookſellers, in the Univerſal hi- 
ſtory (b), by his ſituation in the families of Lord A. 
and Colonel T. and by his labours as a teacher of 
Italian, he had faved a conſiderable ſum of money. 
To give the Feſuits, therefore, a ſatisfactory proof 
(as indeed it really was) that he was fincere' in his 
deſire to be re- admitted into the order, he made a pro- 
al to Father Shirburn, who was then the Provincial 
in England, to give up to him, as repreſentative of the 
ſociety, this money, upon condition of being paid for 
it, during his life, an annuity, at the rate of ſeuen 
This offer being accepted, on the twenty firſt of 
Auguſt 1741, he paid to Father Sbirburn, eleven bun- 
dred pounds. Six months after, on the 27th of Fe- 
bruary 1745, he paid to the ſame perſon One bun- 
dred and fifty pounds more, upon the ſame conditions. 
Nor did his confidence in the ſecurity given him by 
his order ſtop here, but on the 67h of Auguft 1743, he 
added another hundred pounds to the above ſums, now 


augmented to one thouſand three hundred and fifty pounds; 
() The Roman hiſtory in that work is his. mw 
| when 
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whewaki Gel tance; were reduead inn! ane of 
94 J. 106. to commente from the 27 of the 
ſame month; for Which he had a bond. A tranſ- 
action: of ſuch a nature, entered into with ſa much de- 
i beratioa, there being two years between the «firſt 
and the daſt payment, could not but give the Jeſuiis 
hapes chat the ſtrayed ſheep: was returned to the fold. 
Indeed. thete ſeems no reaſon to ſuſpect that Mr. 
B. Was not ſincere in his profeſſions of ſubmiſſion at 
the time when he accepted of this annuity. Whether 
cenſcience had any ſhate in influencing his endeavours 
to regain. the confidence of his order, is known only 
to himſelf: hut, certainly, his intereſt viſibly prompted 
him to take ſuch a ſtep. He was now) declining in 
life, and, aftet being in England a great many years, 
be had, as yet, gained no connexions that had pro- 
cured him any ſettlement, and his ſubſiſtence depended 
upon the laviſh. employment of writing for boole- 
ſellers, and his uncertain gains as a language - maſter 
to ladies. WI hat object, therefore, could be ſo de- 
ſiable to à perſon. in his circumſtances, and bappily 
diſengaged from religious prejudices, as to regain the 
protection and confidence of a body of men Wh 
had it in their power to Make him eaſy and happy, the 
teſt of his days? Upon being reconciled. to his order, 
he had reaſon to hope that the public purſe of che ſo- 
ciety might he open to him, as well as to other mem- 
bers of it, and that his income might be augmented 
by the addition of a ſalary d a. miſſionary in this 
country, Where it was his, inclination to dwell. Mr. 
B's, money tranſaction with Father Shirburn, when 
viewed in this light, ſeems perfectly conſiſtent With 
that prudent foreſight. ſo remarkable in his charactet᷑: 
02 it had ſuch. weight with ſome of his Jeſuit ac- 
uaintances, 1 that they were induced to recommend bim 

£2 the "general of i the order as worthy of being re-ad- 
mitted amongſt them. This negotiation” had the 
wiſhed for effect, and A. B. Eſq; was re- admitted, 
in a formal manner, into the order of Jeſus, at _ | 
| on, 
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don, about the end of the year 1744, or the begin- 
of the year 1745 (1). 
hed es reaſon, FFI Mr: B. found 
that tho? his ſuperiors had conſented to readmit him as 
a Jeſut, they did not care to truſt him as a miſſionary 
here in England, but inſiſted upon his going abroad; 
or. whether, having at length had the good fortune 
t inſiauate himſelf into the good graces of a poroerfu! 
friend, he began to have a proſpect of advancing his 
intereſt more, by declaring himſelf a proteſtant, than by 
being a Popiſh emiſſary; whatever, | ſay, was the 
reaſon (perhaps both the above-mentioned operated) it 
ſhould ſeem that when he began his nee 
with Father Sheldon, in thoſe letters, which have 
been before the reader, he had come to a final 
reſolution of making a ſecond breach of his vows, 
which he had, but a year or two before, ſolemnly re- 
newed. At leaſt, this muſt appear certain, from a 
peruſal of the letters, that the ſingle 0: which he 
hath in view in writing them, is to induce Sheldon, who, 
as ſucceſſor to Father Sbirburn in the ſtation of provin- 
cal was his proper repreſentative, to reftore that mo- 
which had been put into his hands. For I can 
ws: to myſelf no ſufficient reaſon Why he ſhould 
preſs ſo ſtrenuouſly to be releaſed from a bar- 
gain of his own propoſing, why he ſhould make 
ic ſo capital a point, to get his money back again 


from the Feſutts, if he himſelf had not reſolved | 


once more to throw off the Cloak of a Feſuit. If we 
apply this key, his conduct will be confiſtent——as 


(4) The reader will hear more of this important tranſac- 
tion, and the proofs of it, before I finiſh this pamphlet. I 
mall only deſire him at preſent to remark, that it never 
hath been charged to Mr. B*s account that he was. recon- 
ciled to the church of Rome; and for a good reaſon ; becauſe 
he had never renounced it. His bare word, therefore, might 
have ſatisfied us of this. But that he actually was reconci ed 
to his order ſhall be proved by Sn, © as convincing as the 


moſt peremptory affidayit, 
- conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent as the conduct of any one can be, who, in- 
variable in the proſecution. of what he looks. upon as 
his immediate intereſt, Becomes all things to all men, that 
be may gain ſomething; a Papiſt to day, a Proteſtant to- 
morrow; again a Fapiſt if it can ſerve a turn, and even 
a champion of Proteſtants, without being a Chriſtian, 
Mr. B's plan, then, when he wrote his letters to 
Father Sheldon, ſeems to be this. The views and ex- 
pectations in life, which he had got by new connexions 
with Proteſtants both able and willing to ſerve him, 
and other prudential motives, having obliged him to 
break off his renewed connexion with his Order, it 
was neceſſary he ſhould do this with caution, that his 
exaſperated brethren might not, if it were poſſible, 
have it in their power to hurt him. He had no ſecu- 
rity: for his annuity of 94 J. 10s. but a bond from 
the provincial of the 7eſuits; and, perhaps, he was 
afraid, judging of the moral honeſty of others, from 
what he experienced within himſelf, that upon his 
ceaſing to profeſs himſelf a Jeſuit, his annuity from 
the Zeſuits would ceaſe. Nor could he be ſo ſhort- 
ſighted as not to foreſee that upon any ſuch ſtop being 
made, an action at law, tho it might recover his an- 
nuity, could. not be had, unleſs he owned that he had 
connexions ſince his coming to England, which would 
be fatal to his pretenſions, as a ſincere convert from 
ry.—Or, admitting that there could be no dan- 
ger of loſing his annuity, he knew that to continue to 
receive it from the Feſuits, after having reſolved to be 
a Proteſtant,” would have a very ill aſpect; and that 
he could never ſign the receipt for his half-year's in- 
come, without meeting with Feſuits who were wit- 
neſſes of his baſe difſimylation :—another witneſs per- 
haps, his own conſcience, might alſo expect, upon 
ſuch an occaſion, to be heard. —Befides all this, it is 
likely that he had determined that the change of bis 
religion (perhaps. I ſhould. have faid the change of 
his profeſſions of religion) ſhould be followed by a 
change in his condition; and, therefore, in order to 
| © 5 at 
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enable him io make a ſettlement on his future ſpouſe. 
it betame neceſſary that the money which he had 
ſunk, in the hands of the Jeſuits, for an annuity on 
his own life, ſhould be re covered. 
But what iteps could Mr. B. take, in order to gain 
this point? Legal retmedies, even tho his prudence 
would have permitted him to have recourſe to them, 
could have given him no relief. For having patted 
with his money upon terms of his own chooſing, and 
having conſented to accept, in its ſtead, an annuity 
which had been paid to him for ſeveral years, he could 
have no foundation either in reaſon, or in law, to de- 
mand the repayment of it. Nothing remained. there- 
fore, for him, but to endeavour to gain as a favour, 
what he could not demand as a right. W 2 
If we look to his letters to Father. Sheldon, we ſhall 
ſee him urging the repayment of his money, with the 
utmoſt art, He. endeavours to raiſe compaſſion - of 
his provincial by. repreſenting himſelf. as unfortunately 
having had a criminal connexion with a woman; that 
the money which he had employed in purchaſing, of 
his annuity was her money; and that he was reduced 
to this alternative, by the importunity of the woman, 
eltber to keep her company, as be did before, or return 
ber the money. To heighten the colourings of his dil- 
treſſed ſituation, a child is brought upon the ſtage ; 
for he mentions the woman, and ber child being turned 
upon bis bands, and his being obliged to viſt ber fre- 
quently. By this lamentable tale he hoped not only to 
raiſe the compaſſion, but to affect the conſcience, of his 
ſuperior, who, by refuſing. to return the money, ef? 
bim expoſed to dangers which perhaps be. bad not ſtrength 
to withſtand. For it is a very difficult tust, ſays he, 
to keep the woman in bumour, without either keeping 
Ber company, or returning ber the money; as I am not in- 
ſenſible, the temptation is great; 1 am afraid of myſelf, 
and I aſſure you that I ſhed many tears in refl:Bing on 
my dangerous filuation, — The Jeſuits hack lent B's 
money, and alſo an additional ſum, to one Mrs. Hales, 
7. at 


. 
at common intereſt. Sbe is ſpoken of in the letters as 
owing this money to them; and it ſhould, ſeem that 
Father Sheldon had evaded Bs demand, by repreſent- 
ing that this lady, who! owed the Zeſuits the money, 
could not, at that time, repay them. B's however 
was not (diſcouraged ; but diftruſting bis own weak» 
neſs, and trembling when be reflefts on the ſevere trials 
which be again muſt undergo, to avoid them he takes 
occaſion. to make a propoſal to his provincial. I have 
thought of the\following expedient, ſays he; 10 make over 
to me part of the ſum that is owing to yon, which 1 find 
you cannot eaſily recover. I ſhould immediately iransfer 
it to the woman," who would in a ſport time find means 10 
recover, it and allow me my ſo much wiſhed for liberty. 
This, and every other expedient propoſed by him, ap- 
pears to have been rejected. And, perhaps, Father 
Sheldon might be averſe to give his conſent, from the 
ſuſpicions which he could not but entertain of B's. 
intentions, and from the baſeneſs which he could nat 
but diſcover in his character. For what could he 
think of a Jeſuit (now turned of go) a Jeſuit making 
Retreats in order to confirm himſelf in good reſolu- 
tions; à Jeſuit ſo ſubmiſſive to his ſuperiors as o haue 
no will of bis vun, and to be quite indifferent as to. 
places, threatening, as I may well call it, his ſuperior 10 
take the woman again and live with, ber as be did before, - 
unleſs the ſuperior will releaſe him from a bargain 
which had been concluded on terms of his own chooſ- 
ing? — Or, again, ſuppoſing - Mr. B's compaſſionate 
plea, that the money belanged to a woman, to be a 
true one _ (tho? it ſeems vaſtly more probable that 
the woman and ber. child exiſted no where but in his 
letters to the Fefuits, and were trumpt up for the oc- 
caſion, as probable means of inducing them to return 
the money) what could the provincial of the Jeſuits 
unleſs all Feſuits are as abandoned as Mr. B.) think 
df a prieſt and a Feſuit, purchaſing with his whore's 
noney, without her conſent, (as muſt be ſuppoſed) a 
ife-rent, in bis own name; and making this purchaſe 
"7 ; C 3 at 
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at a time when he ded to be a contrite penitent, 
a prodigal 2 neden r 
— e # , IP dong . ne pad 4 
B. had employed 0 — anten out of the hands 
of the Feſuits, before he threw off the maſk, he at 
laſt takes his ſolemn farewell of them, as we read in 
te ſixth letter; repreſenting himſelf as having been 
obliged with the utmoſt relufance and remorſe, 40 con- 
ſent to take the weman again, and to repair the crying 
injuſtice be bad done to an innocent child, by accepting 
of a propoſal made to him by bis friends. What this 
propoſal was he doth not tell us; but by ſaying in his 
poſtſcript, that it would be a fortnight before the paten; 
025 out, he gives his correſpondent to underſtand, 
that a place had been offered him. That any ſuch 
 _ offer was then made to him will, perhaps, and with 
reaſon, be looked upon as very doubtful,. unleſs we 
have better authority for it, than the word of one 
whoſe whole life hath been a continual lies and who, 
at the very time when he — and 
itential letters to his. eit ſl was planning, 
jf not writing, his Hiſtory of the — under the di- 
rection of his Protefant Patron. But by thus hinting 
to Father Sbeldon that he was looked upon as a perſon 
of ſueh importance, as to be tempted with the offer of 
a place to turn Proteſtant, he hoped that the fear oi 
His complying with this offer, might prevail upon his 
ent to releaſe him from his money bargain, 
which his pitiful tale of the women and the child. had 
not been able todo} He was diſappointed, however, 
_ for the Forrmight elapſed without ps being made ea 
by the return of his money; and immediately upon 
this followed a ſtep which could not but put an 
end to Mr. B's 5 correſpondence with Fefuits——I meat 
the publication of his propoſals for the Hiſtory 'of th: 
Popes; with that remarkable preface: ſo full of Pro 
teſtant zeal, from which we have given ſome quo- 
* The * ariſing from a ſubſeription ( 
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"TW-/ : 
powerfully.uſhered into the world, and recommended 
by ſo eminent 5 77 x _—_ Mr. 2 — 

ſing proſpect of promiſed. penſions , and places 
—— not long after really fulfilled) were, tempta- 
trons not to be reſiſted by one who never acted the 
imprudent part of loſing ſight of his immediate inter- 
eſt, And no wonder that our Hiſtorian accepted of 
ſuch propoſals made to him by his Proteſtant friends, 
as he well knew that Father Sheldon the provincial of 
the Feſuits could not bid ſo high, nor ſerve him fo 
effectually. And yer ſuch is the modeſty of the man, 
that in the preface to his hiſtory, he ſpeaks of hav- 
ing ſacrificed intereſt to conſcience, and of having 
changed his religion at the expence of his fortune (9. 
As the publication of the propoſals. and. preface, 
about April 1747, put an end to Mr. B's correſpon- 
dence with the Feſuits, ſo alſo did it put an end to his 
aſſociating with the Papiſts and their Prieſts in gene- 
ral. For, about this time, he diſappeared from Mr, 
Lewis's ſhop ; rightly judging the impropriety of his 
continuing to frequent that place, now that he had 
declared himſelf. the champion of the Proteſtants, + 
where he had been known for many years in the very 
(+) The proteſtations Mr. Br makes of ſincerity are 
very ſolemn I but theſe are an aggravation of hypocriſy, 
© if the whole conduct and writings of the man give them 
the lie. He anſiſts, in particular, how much he renounced 
* his own intereſt by becoming a Proteſtant, - - - Every one 
* knows that independence, marriage, a fortune in the world, 
*-and cheap applaiiſe, are often 5 to a poor religious 
* man who wants the ſpirit of his profeſſion, which obliges 
© him to live in obedience, auſterity, and poverty, and who 
is incapable even of acquiring any thing to himſelf. Mr. 
3 r makes a very confident appeal, when he ſays, what 
I have. forfeited by adbering to truth, moſt of the Roman 
* Catholicks in England know, Thoſe who know any thing 
* of him are ſenſible what he has forfeited in ſome reſpects. 
+ But. they eaſily ſee that liberty, a bedfellow, the figure and 
fortune of an eſquire, and tha favor of the Great, are a 


* glittering exchange for the cloak of a poor, private Jeſuit.” 
different 
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different chatacter of a Jeſut, and where his conſtant 
companions had been Jews and Pridfis.  - 
Having thus, a ſecond time, broke ban dd ver, 
he ſ6or obtained, now that he had left it; what his 
fawming,- and/canting letters to Father Sheldon, while 
he was ſuppoſed to be one of themſelves, had not been 
able to effect. I mean the releaſing him from his 
bargain, by repaying his money to him. Whether 
the Feſuits were picqued in honor to have no far- 
ther dealings with one, of whoſe baſeneſs they had ſuch 
proofs; or whether prudence dictated to them that it 
might be neceſſary draw a veil over their tranſactions 
in this kingdom, from a convert of Mr. Bower's cha- 
racter, which could not have been done, if they conti- 
nued to pay him his annuity; what ever was their motive 
they determined to pay back that money, which could 
not have been legally demanded, if theyhad been in- 
clined to keep it. Accordingly on the 20th. of June 
1747, that is about two months after Bower's aſſuming 
the character of Proteſtant, the Feſuits repaid to him 
the ſum of 1152/7. 105. 11 d. in full of the principal of 
the bond which he had from them for 1350! ; having 
made this deduction from the original ſum, to make 
themſelves amends for the dauble intereſt which they had 
paid to the lender, for almoſt fix years [J. This 
worthy perſon, I have been informed, at firſt had the 
conſcience to demand the whole ſum. But be that as 
it will, the tranſaction was cloſed in the manner I have 
related it, and Father Shirburn's bond to Mr. B. was 
delivered: up to the Agent of the Order. 

Theſe facts thus put together, by way of acre, 
throw. great light upon the letters; and, as I obſerved 
before, I deſire the reader to pay no regard to any of 
my aſſertions which I have not, as I went along, con- 
firmed by proper authorities, or which 1 ſhall not place 


( Upon a calculation, it will appear that the 11520 
returned to Bower, added to the ſums which he had, | from 
time to time, received, above four per cent, wil. make up, 


pretty e. the original * | 
" beyond 
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beyond all doubt and ſuſpicion, in the ſubſequent part 
of this performance. , lang tr nr 
The ſtene which theſe letters hath diſcloſed, places 
the churacter of the author of the Lives of the Popes 
in ſo difagreeable'a light; and the facts therein con- 
tained are fo ĩnconſiſtent with his declarations in his 
preface; and his converſation piece concerning his ef- 
cape from Tah, t hat we need not be ſurprized at the 


bold and impudent denial of them which he hath made 


public in all the news- papers, and afterwards more ſo- 
lemnly confirmed in Meſtminſter-Hall. That one, 
thus in immediate danger of being dragged out from 
his lurking holes, to be branded” with all the infamy 
due to the vileſt hypocriſy, ſhould make uſe of the ſame 
arts to preſerve his reputation, which he made uſe of 
to obtain it, is no more than what we might naturally 
expect. But it will hardly gain credit that the unſup- 
ported aſſertions of the accuſed perſon himſelf (one 
who, in other inſtances, had convinced thoſe who knew 
him beſt, chat a ſtrict adherence to truth was no part 
of his character) (m), ſhould, without being corrobo- 
rated by any one collateral proof, be able to tatisfy any 
impartial inquirers, of his innocence, And yet — 

- "BY t | \ | r. 


(n) Mr. - - - rs genius for romancing was illuſtriouſly 
diſplayed, in the famous ſtory which he invented about the 
compoſitor of Mr. Richardſon's preſs. His ſecond: volume not 
coming out: ſo ſoon, as he had promiſed to the Public, to 
throw off the blame from himſelf, he told many of his friends 
that the delay was occaſioned by the madneſs of the compoſi- 
tor, who had inſerted into the copy whenever a pope's name 
was mentioned, G--d 4- -'n' him, and other ſuch wild 
expreſſions. ' Mr. B- - - could not, when taxed with this 
ſtory, deny that he had told it as a truth, but endeavoured to 
come off by ſaying, that he had it from his corrector. But, 
unfortunately, it can be proved that he never had any cor- 
rector of the preſs, beſides himſelf; and therefore he ſtands 
charged with having invented this moſt improbable lie; 3 
charge to which he hath pleaded guilty by his ſilence, when 
publicly: called upon by Mr. Barron in the General Adyet- 

* tiſer 
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tiſer of November 23, 17 50, to juſtify himſelf on this head.--- | 
It can alſo be proved upon our Hiftorian, that he invented 

another falſbond, about the delay of his ſecond volume; for 
he told many gentlemen that he waited till the paper came 
from Holland on which it was to be printed; whereas, it is 
notorious that no ſuch r ever was ſent for ; that volume 
of the Hiſtory of the pes being printed on Engliſh paper 


bought of Al - - n Janſſen, as will appear from accounts ſtill 
in being. - -- I only add, at preſent, how neceſſary it 
is that one who indulges himſelf in the privilege of departing 
from truth ſhould have a good memory. Mr. B r had 
told a noble Lady of the firſt diſtinction, the ſtory of the 
compoſitor's, interpolating his copy at the time when this 
was by bim as the reaſon why the ſecond volume 
was ſo long deferred. Her Ladiſhip, therefore, could not 
but greatly wonder, to hear him complain, within theſe two 
or three months, that his enemies had moſt injuſtly charged 
him with having propagated this ſtory, which ſhe: well re- 
membered to have heard from himſelf, five or ſix years be- 
fore. - - He has made ſuch. blunders more than once. In 
the family of a gentleman, univerſally known and admired, 
where be vilted, he pretended 'that he had never been a 
Prieſt ; but, unfortunately, having happened to relate there, 
or the. diverſion of the company, ſome of the ſtories which 
he had heard in, confeſſion, the, Lady of the houſe, who is 
wvery well acquainted with the Romiſb religion, aſked him 
how he could hear confeflion without giving abſolution ! 
And how he could give abſolution, without being a Wet 
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that I have already thrown ſo much light upon the 
facts laid to his charge, and ſhall, before I conclude, 
throw ſo much more light upon them, as muſt, unleſs 
they mean to declare that he is to be ſupported, at 
all events, induce them to join in that verdi&, which, 
I am confident, the impartial world will pronounce. 
Similitude of hands, 1 Thall readily grant, is, in it- 
ſelf, no abſolute proof; and, no doubt, there have 
been forgeries ſo well executed, as to confound thoſe 
who were. beſt acquainted with. the hand-writing that 
was counterfeited. But, ſurely, ſimilitude of hands is 
a very ſtrong preſumption in all caſes; and where no 
reaſonable appearance of forgery can be traced, will 
always have great weight with an impartial examiner. 
Now it is impoſſible that this kind of evidence can 
ever be ſtronger, than it is in the caſe before us. Mr. 
B. hand- writing is extremely remarkable, and hath 
more particularities than are uſually met with. This 
circumſtance ſhews how difficult it muſt be to forge 
letters bearing ſo ſtriking a reſemblance, as to deceive 
thoſe who are intimately acquainted with. Mr. B.“s 
hand. And yet that the letters Which Sir H. B. hath 
in his cuſtody have ſuch a reſemblance, is a fact which 
as it cannot be denied, ſo will it, with many, be no 
weak proof that they are genuine, They have, with 
the utmoſt care and attention, been compared with 
many undoubred ſpecimens of the writing of Mr. B. 
by many . gentlemen willing to come at truth, and I 
never could hear of any one perſon who was not ſtruck 
with the likeneſs (n). I muſt, indeed, except one gen- 


(1) One objection, I hear, hath been made, viz. that the . 
manner of . forming the letter d is different in Sir H. 
B - . MSS. from what it is in the undoubted ſpecimens 
of Br hand-writing: but any one who bath eyes can 
ſatisfy. himſelf that the remark is without the leaſt foundation. 

d is For upon comparing many of Mr. - - - r*s fubſcription 

im receipts, and. ſeveral other pieces of his hand-writing,' with 

af. the letters, it appeared that both in the undoubted; A ine 

? dubious MSS. the letter 4 was ſometimes formed wit W; 

lat open ſweep, and ſometimes ſhort, and with a 8 5 
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(144) 
tleman, who, after after peruſing "them, called them, as I 
haye been informed, an evident and palpable forgery ; 
_ unleſs che matter of the letters induced him to pro 
nounce this opiniop, and not the manner of their being 
written; which indeed ſeems to be the caſe. For it is 
very remarkable that Mr. B. puts no part of his de- 
Fence on want of ſimilitude in the hand- writing, but 
owns. that the forgery hath been executed with the 
greateſt ſkill. This, then, being a fact incontrover- 
tible, that the letters in queſtion. are as like Mr. B. “'s 
writing, as if he had written them himſelf; we deſire 
his friends to reflect one moment, that while. we ad- 
mit it to be caſy to forge a ſubſcription, or even ſuch 
a piece of writing as a promiſſary note; we look upon 
i, I will not ſay impoſſible, but certainly to be next to im- 
ble, to forge fox long letters, in a very ſingular hand, 
without the leaſt air of conſtraint, and without forniſh- 
- Ing ſome means, from the bare inſpection of them, to 
find out the fraud. 
. External marks of forgery not appearing in this ab. 
will Mr. B. or his friends, aſſert that there are internal 
ones? The reader, before whom I have laid a faith- 
ful copy of the letters, muſt ſee how groundleſs any 
ſuch es is... On the contrary, the following cir- 
cumſtances will weigh with every lover of truth, to 
make him be of opinion that the letters have many 
internal marks of genuineneſs, marks which are incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſuppoſition of their being forged. 
If the letters had been forged to prove that the per- 
ſon" in whoſe name they are written had tfarificiions 
and connexiuns with Papiſs and Jeſuits, wer might 
have expected that he would have bren made to ſpeak 
out boldly, to Ne by their names, andi te ſay, 
without tele tue, and without ambiguity, ſuch things 
as might 'Hx. upon bi, more incontrovertibly, 
the, igtended charge. Bot is this the caſe of the 
Letters zn. qveſtion f Every thing is the reverſe. 
have bun produced in ſuch a condition, that it doth n 


r them, either who wrote them, or 
to 
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to whom they were written. Four of them have 
no direction, and the other two bear the name of Mr. 
Elliot Brown , and they are all ſix without any ſub- 
ſcription but A. B. which may as well ſtand for Abra. 
bam Broomſtict, as for d Be I leave it, therefore, to 
every perſon of common ſenſe to judge, whether it can be 
ſuppoſed to be poſſible that, if che fax letters in queſtion 
had been forged to prove that Mr. B. e 
with Father Sheldon, the contrivers of the forgery would 
to have omitted igning the ſuppoſed writer's name to 
thai or that they would have given them out of their 
hands with no ſtronger evidence of their being written 
to Sheldon, than this, that four of them appear without 
any direction at all, and the other two directed to a 
perſon of a very different name $048. unn 66 
If we next attend to the matter — in the 
letters, we ſhall not find in them any expreſs: mention 
made of the catholic religion, of Jeſuit, or general of 
the Jeſuits, or of being reconciled to the order, nor, 
in ſnort a ſingle expreſſion hich can be referred to any 
of thoſe topics, without interpretations, reaſonings, and 
inferences, ' and, in ſhort. without previouſly aiding. 
the reader by the help of a key, the certainty of which 
mult depend upon his opinion of the integrity and in · 
formation of the relator, not upon the letters them- 
ſelves, which, without ſuch a comment, will appear 
to be extremely obſcure throughout, and in many 
places, perfectly unintelligible. © A circumſtance this; 
which every impartial inquirer will look "yo as "Tay 
ſtrong proof of their genuineneſs. C3104 
But, perhaps, — marks of the — of the 
letters may be alledged, from the mention of falſe far. 
uch an objection, I hear, hath been urged by Mr. B. and 
his friends, who triumph in this unanſwerable argument 
againſt the genuineneſs of the letters, that the writer 
df them makes mention of a child, whereas Mr. B. 
never had a child; and of his being to get a place in 
174 wt , 'whereas he did not get it till 1748; Withres 
gard to the child which he is aid to My S 
etters 
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letters (tho! it doth not ſeem. quite plain that the 
child is called is). I ſhall only obſerve, that I ſcarcely 
believe, any of his friends, with all their zeal to ſerve 
him, will take it upon them to ſay that to their cer 
tain knowledge he never bad a cbild. But let us ad- 
mit that they could be able to prove this curious 
negative, and that what the letters ſay about this 
affair, and about a patent being to be made out in 
2747, are both falſhoods, this ſurely can be no ar- 

ment to prove that B. did not write the letters. 
Indeed, if the diſpute was about the genuineneſs of 
writings, publiſhed in the name of an inſpired pen- 


man, in this caſe their containing falſhoods would 


be deciſive that they ought not to be received 
as canonical, But, in the preſent caſe, the very 
point in diſpute is, whether this man be a lying, 
diſſembling hypocrite z how then can it deſtroy the 
genuineneſs of, letters ſaid to be written by him, to 
obſerve that there are lyes in them? On the con- 
trary, if the letters were genuine, which his warmeſt 
advocates muſt allow to be poſſible, might we not 
reaſonably expect falſhoods from a wretch who hath 
totally departed from truth ? —E ſpecially as 1 have 
ſhewn above, that the falſnoods which he made uſe 
of, tended to the point at which he aimed. But one 
can ſcarcely be ſerious when reduced to the neceſſity 
of anſwering objections which are either ridiculous in 
—_— or turn againſt the cauſe which they mean 
to Ss 0515.0); 5444 . 2 7 797 

However corroborated by all the evidence, re- 
ſulting from ſimilitude of hand, however free from 
every internal mark of ſpuriouſneſs the ſix letters be, 
we. have not yet done with objections. For it hath 
been urged againſt their genuineneſs — Why doth 
not Sir H—9 B3— 4 ſay from whom he got them! 
Why, after having them, as he ſaith, about five years 
in his poſſeſſion; doth he ſhew them now, and did 
not produce them ſooner? — Theſe and many other 
Gimilar Qu.ere's, as important as theſe, have been 


that t 
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the WW common in the mouth of Mr. Bt friends: ir 
ely H—y, we will ſuppoſe, hath declined ſatisfying the 
e impertinence of ſuch queriſts. But what will follow? 
That the letters are not genuine? If this be our 
kd: Converts logic, he will hardly ever be able to reaſon 
dus dout his innocence. Indeed ſuch queſtions as - theſe 
his are foreign to the matter in debate. For I cannot 
m Bl ſee, even if Sir H—y had condeſcended to anſwer 
bat nobody could have a right to alk, what light 
er. this would have thrown upon the affair; — I mean, 
| of ſo as to furniſh any argument againſt the genuineneſs 
en, of che letters. On the contrary, as 1 can eaſily figure 
uld to myſelf a very natural way in which he might get 
ved poſſeſſion of them, if they were really written to 
cr) ll Father Sheldon, who, I hear, was his intimate ac- 
ng. quaintance, ſo, I can eaſily imagine, that his anſwer 
the WF: to the queſtion — From whom he got them ? would 
to only have added evidence, if any can be thought 
on. wanting, to what we have already, to prove that 
nel: ¶ there was no forgery in the caſe. Noel 
— Why did not Sir H—y B—4d ſhew them ſooner? 
ath is an objection that I will allow to have ſome vali- 
a" BW dity, when the objector ſhall tell me the reaſon, why 
uſc ¶ no inquiry was made into the truth of the facts, about 
on. three years ago; for, ſo long ago, it is well known. 
ſit/ I that the letters were ſhewn, to a gentleman, who men- 
5 1 tioned what he had ſeen, at that time, to thoſe whom 
3 | | 


it principally concerned to make the inquiry. 


objections that deſtroy each other, muſt be made uſe 
of: For it hath been urged alſo — Why dot Sir 


making them public, even now? To this I anſwen, 
that it is a matter of the greateſt indifference to the 
Public, what were the views of this gentleman;; 
whether the letters be now ſhewn- from motives of 
party zeal and reſentment, or from a difintereſted love 
ther of truth, and to unmaſk a dangerous hypocrite. For 
dee were we even to admit that the former 8 — 
influence 


But, it ſeems, contradictory objections, I mean | 


Hy ſhew the letters at al? What are his views in 
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inſluenenti Six! S - (tho? nobody: who; bei ever 
heard of bis character, and ans ee & apd. =o 
nexions, can believe this) yet could 5 

to deſtroy the authenticity of g — , Tut Wil 
be truth, cho! in the mouth of one who. hath. private 
views in aiding: 25 * 97 18 y 
objettion in the ſtron „Bir e 
0 the Roman Catholic Religion, and by w writing 
againlt it, bath made-himlſclf extremely 109 5 
20 Napiſts, who, chus inclined, may yell, he ſup- 
poſed of contriving a forgery to tuin him ; 
and Sir H. B. impoſed upon by the fraud of his | - 
ho contrived this foul e upon Mr. 4 8 
racer, hath been their inſtrument in conveyi 

the; public the fix forged letters, which they had 
into his hands as genuine. SAI 5 
* This is the . in its full farce 


bim, in appearances. * guilt, 
merely | becauſe; he hath been pleaſed to call the charg: 
brought againſt. him a Popiſb conſpiracy, ſy orted by 
forgery.: But, as we have no proof of this, beſide: 
and ſuſpicious teſtimony 5 dhe ac. 
cuſed perſon himſelf, ſo are there very . ſubſtantial 
reaſons. which will incline a ſearcher after truth to be- 
lieve that the Papifts did not forge. the letters in queſtion, 
No forgery, it will be granted to me, ever was con- 
D trivod, but when a real or apparent object of intereſt 
could be gained-by the contrivers. But is there any ſuch 
Object exiſting that could induce the Papiſt to tontrive 
A forgery againſt B ? I cannot heſitate in \ declaring myſell 
—.— of the negative. Mr. B. it is true, hath pu- 
ſhed: a bock in which he hath been very free in expo 
fing the perſonal vices of the Popes, and in tracing the 
of the encroachments-of the Roman 

Have the Papiſis, then, forged againſt him, for 
n the lives of wicked Popes, with hiſtorical 


exact. 
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exaQneſs ?— This will not be thought probable, when 
we reflect that Papiſts never thought themſelves bound 
to aſſert the impeccability of the Popes "conſidered as 
men, the they may think themſelves bound to aſſert 
their ih libility conſidered as heads of the church. 
If it had been a part of Popery, to draw a' veil over 
the wickedneſs of their apoſtolical vicars, what ſhall we 
ſay to thoſe hotrid characters, with which ſo many of 
them are drawn by Popiſb hiſtorians ? Or is it poſſible 
for Mr. B. if ever he comes down to the time of Alex- 
ander the VI, to paint the vices of that Pope in more 
lively colours, or to brand him with greater n; 
than we already find done by their own Guicciardin? 
——Nay ſo far are the vices of particular Popes from 
being diſowned or palliated by the moſt zealous advo- 
cates forthe papal chair, that Baronius himſelf, (o) ſpeak- 
ing of the ſtate of the church about the year nine hun- 
dred, and downwards, for above an hundred years, 
can find no other name ſo proper as that of monſters, 
under which to deſcribe thoſe, who during that period 
had intruded into the holy ſee, and by the help of 
Monſters. —— Genebrard (p), another eminent Po opiſh 
writer, ſpeaking of the fame period, expreſſeth him- 
ſelf with as much ſeverity as quaintneſs, that for almoſt 
150 years, the Popes were rather Fpoſtatical than Apo- 
folical. And not to multiply authorities, Bellarmine 
(9) repreſents the Popes of thoſe times as degene- 
rating from the piety of their anceſtors; and in the 
(7) Ceremonial for the eleflian of Popes, there is deep 
complaint of ſuch corruption, as, in the EF f 
that book, cauſed the pillars of the church to foes Wes 

After theſe inſtances, therefore, I cannot thi 


Mr. B's freedom i in * re the e e = F 
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22 could induce Papiſs to be guilty ff Sara: by 
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Bur, 795 05 AY 19 250 i 4 grail dyal of of 
Mie e of the ee of, Rome, will be thought 


A motive Goat y ſtrong to. cogage them in ſo foul an 


undertaking, Let us, then, with impartiality conſider 
the force of this remark, . 
And, here, I cannot but expreſs Et oc of opi- 
Bion that no perſon acquainted with books, and maſter 
of the controverſy between us and the church of Rome, 
will find any thing in Mr. B's three volumes already 
publiſhed, that hath thrown the leaſt light upon the 
fabject, or made any diſcovery, which, by adding 
to the cauſe of Proteſtants, already ſo ably ſup- 
ported by numbers of unexceptionable advocates, ould 
make the Hiſtory. of the. Popes, by A. B. Eſq; ſo for- 
midable to Papiſts, as to engage them in a vile and im- 
2 forgery agaiaſt the author. So far from this, 
that were it neceſſary, it could be proved by particular 
inſtances, that our Hiſtorian of the Popes oth not 
really know the ſtrength of that cauſe which he under- 
tales ta defend. And, indeed, how could he know 
it? He hath not thought i it worth his while to look 
into antiquity himſelf, but hath contented himſelf to be 
a ſeryile copier of modern compilers ; nay, what is 
ſtill more unfortunate for a writer who ſets out with an 
intention to n 9 * ſeems totally unac- 
quainted 


0 Fr rom the hana defets of popes, 'papiſts have infer- 
red that Their church is under the i 
_— This was Queen Cri/ting's way of reaſoning, ac- 
ro biſhop Burnet ; I will conclude, ſays he, all that 

6 <1 ſhall fay in this place of the affairs of Rome, with a livel 
© ſaying of Queen 05 Mina to myſelf at Rome. She ſaid it 
* was certain that the church was governed by the imme- 
C « "dinte care"and providetice of God, for none of the four 
pes that ſhe had known fince ſhe came to Rome, had 

« ion ſenſe She added that they were the firſt and the 

«© laſt of men.“ Burnet's Hitt. * er Pe 
7 ad an, 1687. 
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iated with;the labours of proteſtant divines, and is a 
Teri copier of modern Popiſb compilers. Tillemant's 
Eccleſaſticaſ memoirs 5 a copious fund of matter, ſo far 
28 they go, for our Proteſtant biſtorian, who hath 
had ſach an A of the integrity of this Frenchmen, 
as to follow him implicitly in the groſſeſt blunders 
(z). The French lives of the Popes, publiſhed about 

er e ee rr 


() The anonymous remarker on Mr. Bs Hiſto 
obſerveth as follows: The parade of quotations with whi 
every page is adorned, is uſually borrowed”: only the uſe 
© made of them is very different. — The Memoirs of Tille- 
© mont, either at firſt or ſecond hand, have been of ſingular 
© ſervice to him in embelliſhing his margin. His liſts of 
© authors or references to quotations are often taken from 
© him, in the lump, without the leaſt diſguiſe, where that 
© laborious' author is not named: even the abridged manner 
© of citing the: books of the ancients, eſpecially. thoſe of St. 
© Auguſtin, which is entirely peculiar to that writer, is 
adopted by our hiſtorian. But the French lives of the 
© Popes printed in Holland, have ſupplied thoſe parts which 
might ſeem to recommend his work as curious, as every one 
takes notice who has read that foreign hiſtory.” p. 19. 20. 
And in another place, the general charge of Plagiariſm is 
thus confirmed. On eurſorily turning over the leaves I con- 
*.tinually obſerve how he borrows quotations, often in the 
q 2 — others, 2 from . be Mr. d. 4. 
I was P- finding St. Bail en Synods amo 
* the 9 — = — — the works of St. Hilary 
and St, Athanaſius, which bear that title. But whoever 
has been the leaſt converſant in the writings of the fathers, 
or in the hiſtories of their works, muſt know too well thoſe 
of St. Baſil, not to be ſtartled at ſuch a novelty, For no 
© treatiſe was ever aſcribed to him under that title, or on 
© ſuch a ſubject. T took it, at firſt, for an Erratum of the 
printer; but found a long deſcant upon it, all built upon 
the ſame miſtake, and St. Bafi! often quoted. An author 
* little converſant in the original writers would have 
deen incapable of ſuch a blunder. O imitatores ſaruum pe- 
* cus The truth is that Mr. B. miſtook St. Bafii for St. 
© ' Athanaſius ; nor do I charge him with wilful infidelity. But 
© he is evidently guilty of one in this paſſage when he accuſes . 
* Baronius of corrupting debgnedly St. Baſil's text, ROE 
a D 2 222091 I 
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been a noble 
hiſtorian hath, re- 


twenty years in Holland, ch 
oe Rl out $ 4:9, . Lo to 

raiſed the facts, with 57 modeſty, he would 
haue his readers 2 7 that he 55 learned from the 
Fintdiri Head. He may, perhaps, e got the ſimple, 
the credlulbus. and th 8 he link thus highly 
of bis Boh; biit"thofe of his reatlers, whoſe opinion is 
of moſt eee, have, long ago, agreed in pro- 
nouncing this judgment of it -I hat it is a book calcu- 
lated to ferve Deiſm as well as to refute popery; to fur- 
niſh arguments to Infidels, as well as 10 proteſtants; 
that it is written with all the ſeeming inclination to ex- 
poſe Papel uſurpations, but that, TON ho ht 
author 


14 
. 


6 al wa of honour and honeſty, He had rod! Tibet 
in Tillemont, that Baronius was led into a miſtake by the 
Sold faulty latin tranſlation, hich Mont faucon has 1 d 
in his late verſion p. 758. How could he improve this into 
< a wilful infidelity of Baronivs, with all his own unaccoun- 
< table blunders, which draw his invectives upon himſelf ? 
Mr. Z. follows the marginal references of Tillemont ſo ſer- 
© vilely as to quote from him, I ſuppoſe, the ſame old edition 
< of St. Athanaſius de Synodir p. 918, tho every where, E 
© bis blunder, under the name ot St. Bal. p. 34, 35. 
* 8 work conſiſts of five large quarto volumes, 


at different times, between 2732 and 1736. hls 


is the book aſcribed in the foregoing note to the marqub 


d' Argens; but it is, indeed, written by one Mr. Bras, 
whole ſtory, as being very ſimilar to that of Mr., B---r, 
ſhall be placed before the reader; at the end of this Fm: 
ance, I ſhall only "obſerve, at prefent,” that very 
learned and accurate critic” hath compared the Ai of 
Gregory the Great in Brit, with the liſe of the ſame pope in 
Ber, and it appeats, that in 80 pages there are only 
five facts men opeg. 1 | the Euglib, which are not in Bruys ; 


e „ has ah er not at all touched 
B r. And of thirty-two authors quoted by 
only are cited b y - = -'r, who has indeed 

Dri!" "And: yet tho' it is Certain that 


3 * 2 the F##hman's work conftahtly iu his 
ee, and made vaſt uſe of it 3 heh 26 Lenund Use who 


that Work did not deſerve to be mentioned, 


had taken notice. to him of his ſilener about Bruyrwork, that 


630% * 


aütber bart Yited "hiſtaken his  inffances,, by bot 
kijowing the proper "places of Ending fault 3 in a words. 
chat it Rath beef pätched vp; from ſecond - hand ſcraps, 
and from 'grrides whom we cannot look upon to he 
ſufficientto'cnable'an humble follower of them to tread 
the dark roads of antiquity, and the labyrinths of Ec 
cleſaſtiral Hiftory, © without being in continual dane 
of wandering out of the path that leads to truth. 

Such then being the real character of Mr. Bs. per- 
formance, the learned and the ſenſible (whatever may 
be the caſe of the ignorant, and credulous) will hardly 
be perſuaded that the Papiſis could ever think it of 
ſuch importance, as to make forgery againſt the au- 
thor neceſſary. They who had it in their power to 
latisfy the world that the writer of the Hiſtory ef the 
Popes is the ſervile copier of Tillemont and Brays, and 


would hardly run the riſk of bringing an- odium upon 
their religion, by making an attack upon him as vile as 
it was unneceſſary, and as difficult to be nne 

it would be eaſy to be detected. 

Theſe are very cogent reaſons to indyce- me to be 
of opinion, that there could be no motive ſufficiently 
ſtrong to excite the Papiſts to anſwer the Hiſtory of the 
Popes by a forgery againſt the author. But were we 
even to admit that this book is a much more for- 
midable attack, than it really is, upon popery, there 
is a very remarkable circumſtance, to prove that the 


to this hiſtory I mean the poſt marks u 
letter which bears date-Fuly 24. 1746. At 
Mr, B. had Siren 2 Papiſts no provocation to attack 
his character by z his propo 
hiſtory and- 2 e, which were the firſt 
that he gave of 15 

ollowing year, and the 9 volume of his 
ot appear till 1748. And yet one of the 
letters was ſent by the ber in'r Ten 
urned into every ſhape, * the more | Rimes, 


1 


letters now before us could not be forged with a "Oe 
K 21 


time 


to give the moſt ſtriking inſtances of his Plagiariſm, 


ſals for his 


proteſtantiſm, did not exiſt ti the 
hiſtory did 9 


when? 


Ay 


(54 ) 5 
and unleſs Mr. B. and his friends pleaſe to include, as 
a part of the Popiſb cunſniraty, the forgery. of three (x) 
poſt marks, they muſt be content with another de- 
fence; and ſay — Jeſuits have che gift of pro- 
Phecy, and could foretell in 1746, when Mr. B. was 
receiving an annuity from them, that he would next 
pear erect his ſtandard as a champion e them 
and their religion. 
I might now inſiſt upon the intpeob6biticy — the 
ace in queſtion ſhould have been forged by the Feſuii, 
as they diſcloſe the ſecrets of their Order, as they tell us 
that it is formed into a regular body amongft us, 
governed by a Provincial acting under the direction of 
. at Rome, and ſo rich as to have large ſums 
money paſs through their hands, facts which the po- 
— ſons of Ignatius, — as they are, in this 


country, inſtead of being guilty of forgery to bring to 
light, would endeavour to tie; unleſs to gain an end, 


at beſt triffling, they can be ſuppoſed capable of acting 
in direct oppoſition to the intereſts of their Order and 
religion in Exgland. But I need not inſiſt upon this 
improbability, becauſe I have it in my power to urge 
it as a poſitive fact, that ſo far have th&'Feſuits been 
from being aiding and aſſiſting in making public Mr. 
B's dealing With them, fince his arrival in Zygland; 
that they have done all they could to ſtifle the — 
tion. The honorable gentleman, as I have been well 
aſſured, into whoſe hands the letters have fallen, hath 
had his conduct cenſured, for ſhewing them to Protelt- 
Kants. And when he did ſhew them, and found that 
fitnilitude of hands would not be admitted as any 
proof, he met with the greateſt difficulty in pro- 
curing ſuch collateral 8 as would 8 
ing 16 Inn '$i i F . f 2143; onal 
N n ax 2 1 As. ii 2 
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no wonder; for the perſons in whoſe: hands tho evi- 
dences 'are-lotged, could not join in aſſiſt ing ii detect 
B. but by themſelves to legal ſeverities. 
And if, at laſt, ſuch firiking ptoofs of B*s 
dealings with Papiſts have come to light, as, I believe, 
will put the genuineneſs of the letters beyond all 
1 for theſe the world, I imagine, muſt owe it's 
obligation to Mr. B. and his friends, whoſe charge of 
forgery againſt Papiſts hath contributed more to > his 
detection, than all that he hath written againſt 
popery in his hiſtory. ©  - 


an objetion, which hath been made uſe of upon 
the occaſion. It is urged, that Mr. B. who is a ſen- 
ſible many would not, if he had had any fecret tranf- 
actions with Jeſuits inconſiſtent with his character 
as'a convert, put himſelf in their power to expoſe 
him, by writing againſt their religion. Now, not 
to obſerve, that if there be any — in this way of 
reaſoning, it will ſerve to prove that no ſenſible man 
eyer was or ever can be a rogue; the true anſwer is, 
that Mr. B. being a ſenſible man, thought that he 
—_— t be a rogue without any danger of being de- 
He knew very well that fathers Sheldon, Car- 
— and the reſt of his Order with whom he had 
correſponded, could not declare any thing to the 
world about his tranſactions with * — without 
marking themſelves out as Popiſb emiſſaries, and 
conſequently. without expoſing themſelves to legal 
ſeverities, if they continued in this country. Beſides 
knowing that they might be reſtrained by fears of 
their own ſafety, Mr. B. might be in hopes, that 
the fathers to whom he had written in his character 
of a good catholick, would not drive him to extre- 


er wi mities, by expoſing him to Proteſtants, but that, ra- 
ter v ther, they would remember bim in their beſt" Thoughts, 
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What he is accuſed of, this muſt be owned to have x 
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theie chanakuthabiiocian 4 the be Par and not to make 
ſuch a return impoſſible, hy N him In his'pro 

per character, and fixing Hin ever the 4 
mined enemy. But he had a farther, ſecurity chat his 
old friends would not expoſe him. Guided," as the 
-Feſiats are ſaid to cial maxims of worldly wiſdom, 


and concerned principally to advance the honor, and 
Rifle che diſgrace of their Order, he might have 
grounds for flattering himſelf that they would not be 
forward in acquainting Proteſtants that ſo * as 
one of the truſty Band had deſerted, ang, proy 
faithful. Mr. B. as we have already obſerved, kad in in- 


duſtriouſly.ayoided telling us that he was a Jet. And þ 


it prudence taught him to conceal this, he had reaſon to 
hope that the Jeſuits would not, for the credit of their 
Order, reveal it. And if the worſt ſhould happen, if 
neither fears for themſelves, nor the hopes of regain- 
ing their apoſtate brother, nor regard for the honor of 


their order ſhould have induced the Zeſuits to keep ſe- | 


- cret B's, tranſactions with them, he had taken care in 
his preface to tell his readers that let the popiſh'zealot: 
vent their zeal. in what. manner they pleaſe, be ſhould nei. 
ther anſtver non reſent their reproaches and cthſures bor. 
ever malignant and groundleſs. From which prudent 
declaration as we may infer, a conſciouſneſs ot having 
laid himſelf gpen tpcenſure and reproach, fo alſo may 


we obſerve from it, that he ; agg of himſelf that — | 


ſame perſons who had gree ſwal'owed the to- 
mantic tale ahout his — * the Inquifition, 
might be prevailed upon to diſbelieve every thing 
againſt hin however well ſupported, which ſhould 
come from Hapiſs. 

- When matters of fact are oppoſed only by reaſon- 
3ogs, when an accuſed perſon can urge nathing in 
os his. defence, but the imprudence or the tolly of doing 


Very, ane aſpect. For there are ſo many dit- 
"2 fer nt points in which a thing may be viewed, that 
ep, which one perſon may call fooliſh and im- 
prudent, 
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dent, another perſon, or even the ſame perſon at 
25 5 tine, neh lock 0 n to be elligibie and wise 
This reflection is extremeſy applieable to the prefeat 
caſe, Mr. B. 1 hear, builds great part of his de- 
feace, on the folly ang imprudence of making any 
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s. of returning to the Papiſts, the genius” of 
ol 1 igion e sd them e 
who have once left chem, and gone over to Proteſt- 
ants. It will be neceſſary, therefore, candidly to 
examine the weight of this way of reaſoning. And 
it will throw great light upon this point to obſerve 
that when Mr. B negotiated with his order, and lent 
his money to them, he had never apoftatized from his 
religion as a papiſt, but only been diſobedient to his 
ſuperiors as a Jeſuit. He had, it is true, eſcaped 
into Exglend, but ſo far had he been from abjurin 
Popery upon his arrival there, that he could appe 
to facts, of the moſt ſatisfaftory nature, that he 
was till a zealous catholic——1 mean his perverting 
of proteſtants from their faith. — Such being his 
ſituation . when he treated about returning to his 
Order, where is the probability, that. if he had con- 
ſented to go abroad, which however is far from bein 
the caſe, he would have found his ſuperiors inexorable 
But even tho” B. had, from the very firſt hour he 
came into England, abjured Popery, why ſhould it be 
thought a thing incredible, that he afrerwards nego- 
tiated about returning to it? In this caſe, one ex- 
ample is more to the purpoſe, than a thouſand plau- 
ſible arguments about the improbabiliry and folly of 
ſuch a ſtep; and therefore, B=— r muſt not 
think to ſatisfy Proteſtants by making uſe of 
them, when we know that ſuch negotiations have 
been frequent with gentlemen in his peculiar ſi- 
ing wwation. For what will he ſay to the caſe of Farrige ? 
e 2 This man, as we learn from Bay's Dictionary (z), 


lif- Rte TLY | | 4 11 aii not 
ui > (a) «Por lege den- Talkin Life vr fr of 

| , (#) © Peter Farrige, born at Tulle in Limpuſm, was, one 0: 
mM the oſt famous preachers among the Jeſuits, but other- 
* A4 © wilt 
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dot, onlyileſt the Jeſuits, but turned Preteſtant prea- 
cher in Holland, and wrote a moſt abuſive k 
againſt his on order. And yet, with all his good 
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dis ; he was ſo exaſperated againſt the 
© order Fe de not promoted in ĩt to een 
©: which be imagined he deſerved, that he reſolved to turn 
6 Proteſtant. He imparted his mind to a Miniſter, who pro- 
ti cured him an opportunity to retire into Holland. He abjured 
<. the Roman Catholic Religion in the conſiſtory of Rochelle 
< on... Chriſtmas-day. in the year 1647. When he arrived at 
/ PLN f 
. he preached to a very numerous congregation upon 
the motives of his converſion, and endeavoured afterwards 
© to perſuade the world that he had no longer the leaſt inclina- 
tion for Popery. The States of Holland granted him a Pen- 
4 1 The Jeſuits cauſed information to be made againſt 

© him. --- Farrige revenged himſelf with a witneſs in a book 
© which'he intitled, les Fiſuites mis ſur Þ Echafaut, i. e. the 
5 Jeſuits expoſed upon a ſcaffold ; he abuſed them ſo ſeverely 
in that book that the Society never met with any thing that 
vexed them ſo much. - - His treating the Fe/uits thus 
might have made the world imagine that they would be, for 
© ever, irreconcileable, and yet the Feſuit Ponthelier who was 
c then at the Hague amongſt the attendants of an embaſſador, 
had ſome hopes to reclaim that haughty ſpirit : he practiſed 
upon him ſo, that he perſuaded him to return into the pale 
of the Church ef Rome; which he did accordingly in the 
year 1650. Farrige left Leyden, and went amongſt the Je- 
* ſuits of Antwerp, where he publiſhed his recantation imme- 
« diately ; but it is not known what became of him fince that 
time. A great many perſons beheve that the Feſuits im- 
s priſoned him for the remainder of his life. This might be; 
but other reaſons may be given why ſuch a man ſhould have 
95 entirely diſappeared *. Bayle's Dict. Art. JarRIGE. 


EF 


Mr. Bayle in the notes upon this article, as a proof that 
Forrige was not impriſoned, quotes a long extract froma letter 
of Jarrzge to à merchant at Leyden, mentioned how well he 

id beeneceived by the Jeſuit: at Antvery : as alſo a paſſage 
From his recaritation wherein are enumerated all the ſecurities 
that had been given him; 1. the King's pardon, 2. letters 
of aſſurance from the pope, and liberty,from him, to be either 
- a ſecular prieſt, or to continue in the ſociety of the Jeſuits. 
3: X pals” or ptoteQtion from Archduke Lehel, 4; Kaen 


bonn 
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ſenſe; he thought it adviſable: actualhy 80 
choſe whomhe had mortally offendedꝰ Why may ve 
not ſuppoſe, therefore, that a Jeſuit, in our on 
times, who had not thus offended, ſhould »otiate 
ahout taking the ſame ſtep? Nay, had he negotiated 
about it after the publication of his hiſtory , he 
might have had hopes of forgiveneſs; for he had; be+ 
fore his eyes the more recent caſe of Bruys his brother 
hiſtorian, and convert, who, after he had written in 
Holland the Lives of the Popes, with as much, if not 
more freedom, himſelf returned, as we ſhall ſee by 
and bye, to the church of Rome, was received kindly, 
and died in peace. 190,” £5.29" "03 


Having, I flatter myſelf, effectually obyiated og 
anſwered eyery cavil that can be made againſt the 
genuineneſs of the letters, it will be neceflary now 
to extend l and to ſatisfy the Public that, 
independent of their authority, there are other moſt ex- 
preſs and incontrovertible proofs, that the author 
the hiſtory of the Popes hath had connexions of ſuch 
a nature, with Papiſis and Jeſuits, ſince his coming to 
land, as will, while they corroborate the genuine: 
1s of the letters, at — — time make it to be a 
matter of the utmoſt indifference whether the letters 
be genuine or no, as they will prove as much, nay 
more than the letters actually contain. RF 

But, firſt, it will be proper to take notice of the 
unreaſonableneſs of Mr. B's putting in his exceptions 
to Popiſhevidence. He hath been loud in his de- 


atent from Francis Picolomini, General of the Society of 
je, to enter again 77 the Teſuits ; and alſo other 
tters patent to go into ſuch Kingdom or Province of the world 
as he ſhould think fit, All this ſealed with the great ſeal of the 
general's office, ſo that nothing could be more authentic. 7 

Tho Bayle did not know what became of Jarrige, it appear 
from 2 remark, in the late editions of the Di 15 
nary, that Farrige retired to Tulle in Limouſin, where he lived 
as a ſecular prieft, the pope having given him leaye to do 1 
. eee & v 9 8 


mand 


He died there Sept. 26, 1670. 
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mand to have the facts laid to his ch 
by che tion of Proteſtants. 8 
knew well that frotm the, very as 
Froteſtant evidence can be KY 
Having had dealings Ah Þ 
Alana; dealing, which it 841 ny n — 
keep concealed from ae X 50 58 87 thoſe 
with whom he had them, durſt nt, for To Own 
ſecurity, reveal: and yet he hach e mod — 4 to 
offer it as a vindication of his conduct from the 
charge' brought-againft 1 that the evidence made 
uſe of to prove it is Popiſb evidence. 1 might mention 
that this defence founds but ill in the mouth of 
one, who, by his 1 account, was, till he was 
at leaſt forty years of age, of a profeſſion, the t mem- 
bers of which are repreſented by himſelf to be inca- 
e of ſpeaking truth. I might mention, alſo, the 
— — already infiſted upon, that the Papiſts 
ſhould falſify, in the articular caſe before us. But 
what I wou | princi aly obſerve up Mn the t oc- 
caſion 1s, that the ntery of the 2 7 80 » res 
evidence which he mer fed is tp. be 
paralleled but by the it thoſe wha dan ac- 
quieſce in ſuch a demand as eber z and 1250 do 
not ſee char this is the laſt teſort of one, who being 
unable to defend himſelf by denying facts, and to — 
port this denial by à real evidence, would artfully con 
vert à private diſpute about his own character into a 
public — between Pfoteſtants and; Papiſts; 
| — to impoſe upon our underſtandings by , work- 
ing upon our paſſiots, and to turn 255 eyes 0 the 
Britiſh nation from the conſideration of his o n con- 
duct too infamous to bear examination, by ming 
them wich the arts and forgeries of Jeſus, pg 905 75 | 
preſenting am attack upon ve 20970 of the H 
the to mean nothing leſs th an, 1 ak 
the Proceſtant” religion. —— However, I 
then hs be of my cburitryinen to ab hat 1 


poſe upon, ar all, gt that aoy of 
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bility {or that it is not 
— ws 95 5 5 Pagan evidence, tho it 
Is well known ys evidence could exiſ. 


But What will Mr. B. fay, if we ſhould be able, 
find out än Evidence according to, his own. heart; an 
evidence whoſe zeal for the Proteſtant religion he will 
not venture to impeach ?P——I mean no other perſon 
than himſelf. Surely he will not raiſe the cry of Popey 
againſt ſo ſincere a convert; and yet this very perſon 
hath acknowled edged fo much of the principal tranſaction 
mentioned in the letters, as muſt, create ſtrong pre · 
ſumptions that the whole charge is founded in truth -++-- 
The letters having acquainted the world that Mr. B. 
many "years after he came into England, was upon 
ſuch | fodting of | intimacy with his old brethren the. 
Teſuts, as to put his money into their hands; he Was 
afraid, 'While he boldly afferted the forgery of the 
letters; to Aſſert that no ſuch money tranſactjon had 
happened; well knowing that the truth of it mig 
be proved by authentic papers and unerceptionable 
evidence. It was neceſſary for him, therefore, to 
cotifeſs, as J am informed, he hath done to his a0 
quaintances, that, indeed, be did lend a ſum of money 
to one Hill, but that he took f it out of his hands again 
4 ſo ſoon a8 he found him out to be a Papift and Jeſuit. 
3 Here then I would aſk any impartial inquirer, is it a 
* likely ſtory that Mr. B. or any man of common ſenſe, 
c would lend 1350 J. perhaps all that he was worth in 
* - WH the world, 1 whom he knew nothing about? 
This queſtion occurs, upon hearing that he hath pre- 
_ ignorance of Mr. HiPs real character. But is 
Hill the 9e that he could be ignorant of this? Father. 
ut, chaplain to the Bavarian, 5 
was, as 17 have learnt upon enquiry, à very A hes 
in His Way. And I leave it to the ee 122 87¹9 
mont Zealous'of Mr. B. friends, whether t can on 
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poſed -poſſible that he, Who was a Jet h 
zould. not know one of the moſt noted 1 in 
| that he ſhould be in company with Him, al- 
| moſt every day, at Leuis's ſtiop, and have ſuch an 
intimacy. with him as to lend him his money, and yet, 
all the while, not know that he was the agent, or, as 
they call it, che Procurator of the Jeſuits in England ? 
But as I would not willingly miſrepreſent Mr. B's, 
own relation of this range tranſaction, it is but 
equitable to mention, that while he hath to /ome of 
his acquaintances pretended ignorance of Hills pro- 
feſſion, to others he has not denied that he knew him 
to be what he was when he lent him the money, 
but hath ſaid that it was none of his buſineſs to be ſcru- 
lous about lending his money to a Jeſuit, while he 
| Fad \ ſecurity for it. What ſecurity then did 
Hill give him? It is very remarkable that when this 
queſtion was put to him, by ſome of his friends (one 
of whom was a gentleman whoſe labours both as a 
divine and as a polite ſcholar juſtly recommend him 
to the favour of the public) his anſwer to them was, 
that be bad forgot. Strange! that Mr, B's memory 
ſhould. be ſo faithful, as it was upon this occaſion, to 
remember all the triffling circumſtances of his itory, 
and yet, be ſo treacherous as to forget the only 
circumſtance worth remembering, and which, indeed, 
it cannot be ſuppoſed he has for 2 without forgetting 
that the money was lent at all! He hath beenvery par- 
ticular in deſeribing his intention of lending his money 
to the truſtees for rebuilding ſome church in the city; 
he hath recollected his being too late for that ſubſcrip- 
2 he remembers meeting Mr. Hill at Mr. Lewis's 
ſhop. (at other times the ſcene, hath been laid at Garra- 
wore Coffee-Houſe) and his complaining to him of this 
and Hill's telling him that he could 
— him an annuity upon the ſame terms with thoſe 
offered by the truſtees of the city church: all theſe minute 
particulars he hath retained in his memory; but when 
b what ſecurity Hill gave him, this eſſential part of = 
f . trant- 
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tranſaction, it ſeems, was not worth remembering. —And 


yet, if 1. can put any confidence in my information, at 
other times Mr. B. in relating this my ſterious tranſaction, 
hath remembered that he had, from Hill, ſecurity upon 
ſtock; which ſtood in the funds in the name of a lady. 
I am, far from charging all theſe inconſiſtencies upon 
him; but it is certain that his own confeſſion as to 
the money tranſaction, hath been very differently re- 
preſented, by different perſons, all pretending to have 
heard it from himſelf. And, therefore, it is incumbent 


upon him to publiſh a narrative of the whole matter, 


and to tell a ſtory to which he will hold his face: par- 
ticularly he ſhould acquaint the public whether Mr. 
Hill was principal in the affair, or only agent; whoſe 
name was ſubſcribed to the bond; what ſtock he 
had his ſecurity upon, whether the Bank, the India, 
or the South Sea; what was the lady's name in which 
this ſtock ſtood; and in what year the bargain was 
concluded. A narrative of this kind would put it in 
the power of the public to come at truth; and unleſs 
ſuch a narrative be given, it will be impoſſible for 


him to hinder any candid enquirer from, being of 


opinion, that the truth of a capital point mentioned in 
the letters is confirmed by his own evidence, and that 


he hath, owned enough already, to make every one 


believe there is much more behind, which he dares 

not om. | _ 
If Mr. B's. own confeſſion, that he lent m_ 

Father Hill, ſhould be thought to be no proof 


* 


2 
of his 


having put this money into the hands of the Feſuits, 


the evidences which, I now ſhall offer will put the 


certainty of this tranſaction beyond all | poſſibility of 


doubt. In repreſenting theſe evidences I ſhall not 


take upon. me to range them ſo as to make them ap- 
pear to the greateſt advantage, but ſhall communicate 
them to the world in the ſame order in which they 
were firſt diſcovered.” KG ene ve ria 


Upon reading the letters every one will obſerve 
that if they be genuine it is bighly probable dat 
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proofs exiſt, © particularly with regard to f 
the money. For it was impoſſible that a tranſaction 1 
of that kind could be carried on without writing: 
ſome of which, even at the diſtance of fo many years, 
it was likely: be - preſerved; When Sir Z7—» = -—- 
3. farſt ſhewed the letters, tho he knew, in general,, 
that ſuch evidence of their genuineneſs might be got,, 
he was much in the dark as to the particulars. He had 
neither learnt the amount of the ſum lent by Mr. B. 
nor the time when it was Jent,. nor when it was repaid, ]“ 
Not ſuppoſing it poſſible that ſimilitude of hands could © p 
be deemed no proof, he had looked about for no other 
proof of the genuineneſs of the letters beſides themſelves. 9 
But a gentleman to whom he ſhewed them above a year 2 
ago, obſerving that they contained nothing but obſcure 
hints, and imperfect references about the money tranſac- 
tion, thought the ſubject too curious not to be well 
worth inquiring into. He accordingly applied to the Je. 
| ſuits for information, and received the following letter, 
: he facts amen! in which I have Wagon made uſe of, 
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* By letter I received by this 4 mail from Car- 

0 < teret now in Flanders, I am defired to preſent his 
compliments to you, and to acquaint you, that Mr. 
Arch. B according to the late Mr. Hill's ac- 
count books, 21/f of Augift 1741 paid late Mr. 
© Shirburn the. ſum of 11007. for which he. was to 
© have an annuity for life, at the rate of ſeven per 
© cent. Item; 27 February 1741, he paid ditto the 
ſum of 15017. for a life-rent to commence that day at 
.J. per cent. Item 6th Auguff 1743, he * 
dito the ſum of 100 J. for an annuity at 7 J. per 
cent. to commence 27th ſame month, when al 

- *:the;/ annuities. were reduced into one of 941. 104 
to be paid half. yearly, for which he had à bond. 
And on the 20th of June 1747. after a deductior 
bad be mee, * Arch. B— 7 was N 
« fy 
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The above terter; the origina? of which, Mik che 
Poſt wiark upon it, I have had in my hands, many 
months Ago, was written at a time when there was 
ps t the leaft appearance of this affair's being made 
public to the world, and upon inquiry it a that 
Nur. P the writer of it is a Jeſuit, who ſucceeded 
Mr. Fil, who died about three years ago, as agent 
or . procurator of the order i in Eng land, and, by virtue 
of chat Ration, is now in poltellion of Mr. Hals ac- 
count books, in which Mr. B's acceptance of an an- 
nuity from father Wirehurn, provincial of che Jeſuits 
ſtands recorded ſo authentically, that, after — fact 
is known, 1 cannot ſuppoſe the prejudices of his 
friends to be ſo ſtrong as that they ſhould ſtill doubt, 
or. © bij own boldneſs to be fo extravagant as he ſhould 
Mill deny, that he correſponded with Jeſuits fince he 
came to Zug 
Were there no other evidence beſides this money 
tranſaction, to corroborate the genuineneſs of the let- 
refs, it would be deciſtve in the' judgment of 
ſenle and impartiality. | Mr. B. to uſe his own words 
upon. a ſolem n occaſion, in very many companies ſince 
28 coming to England bath expreſſed the utroſt abborrence 
of the in api 9 of the A} en 


na, 


Phy Ar Mr. By — 10 to Proteſtan 
e Himſelf, hen he told a noble Lord who — 


e 'that the Engl; entertained very wrong notions 
Hf the Inquiſition. For that bs a court upon 1 


. 


af , contempt and dilike of the ſuperiiions fradliſed 
m, and authorized 
tboſe with whom be then lived are — ta atteſt. Aud 
the ſame perſons can alſo atteſt, that he uſed to re- 
_ his life -as being in the utmoſt danger from 
Popiſb aſſaſſinations, attempts to poiſon, him, and 
— to kidnap him. Muſt it not therefore amaze 
thoſe gentlemen who uſed to hear our convert talking 
in this manner, to find it authentically proved, that 
at the very time while he was thus amuſing his pro- 
teſtant friends. he was ſo intimat ly connected with 
the Jeſuits, and repoſed ſuch confidence in the ſociety, 
2s to truſt the Provincia! with a large ſum of money, 
Perhaps all that he was worth in the world; and, 
what is ſtill more extraordinary, to truſt this money, 
upon condition of having an annuity paid to him, by 
which bargain, he gave thoſe, whom he charged 
with deſigns againſt his liſe, this additional motive 
to put them in execution? Even tho! Mr. Bi edu- 
cation, and former conduct had been uniformly Pro- 
teſtant, his truſting his whole fortune, in the hands 
of the Feſuits, upon no other ſecurity but a bond from 
their Provincial, wauld have ooked ſuſpicious. But 
when we reflect ĩhat he was him ſelf a Prigſ and a Je 
ſuit, is it poſſible to; take a view at him laying at 

the feet 1 che neee of the Jae all that he 


cook. loch Wann — truth: t that the — care wa 

uſed to prevent any accuſed, perſon from ſuffering. 9 ok 
. malice or reſentment, by making the ſtricteſt inquiries, before 
2 witneſs was admitted againſt him, whether there ever had 
been any quarrel between them or any reaſoh to ſuſpect that 


te information proceeded from ill-will, in which caſe no re- 


2 was paid to it,---- This character given of the Inquiſition 
e who had, ſo frequently, in very many companies ax- 


ST * the utmaſt abberrence of the injuſtice and cruelty of it, as 

it ſurprized the noble perſon who had it from B's own mouth, 
ſio will it be a freſh inſtance of the great weight which every 
thing ought-to have, 3 . 
** evidence, 


had 


by, the Romiſh reli gion, 426 ſe vera of 


* - & ® 
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() 
had gained ſince his coming to England, and accept- 
ing of an annuity from the purie of the ard zud 
yet to conſider him as the ſincere convert to Proteſ- 
tantiſm? — la a word, B*s putting this money into 
the hands of Father Shireburn in the years 1741, 
1742 and 1743, muſt i cline every lover of truth to 
believe, that if. he was not readmitted into favor with 
his ſuperiors at that time, he was ſi icere in his de- 
ſire to be ſo; and, co ſequently, the genuineneſs of 
his correſpondence with Father Sbeldon is put upon 
ſuch a footing, as muſt confound impudence, ſtagger 
r give full conviction to the unbiaſſed 
uirer. i? 

As, therefore, Mr. B's money tranſation with the 
" Feſuits," if properly authenticated, will be ſo decifeve 
upon the preſent occaſion, I ſhall now proceed to lay 
before the Public ſuch demonſtrative proofs of it, as 
. muſt ſatisfy-thoſe, if there be any ſuch, who may be in- 
clined to doubt the genuineneſs of the extracts from 
Father Hill's account books. Mr. B. in his confeſſion 
about the money made in private to his friends, having 
pretended that he did not know into whoſe hands it 
was put by Hill, it happens unfortunately for him, 
that this pretenee can be diſproved. in the moſt ſtrik- 
ing manner. For the ſame perſon who is in poſ- 
ſeſſion 5 Father Hill's books hath lately N 
amongſt his , the following receipts , ſign 
by Mr. and all written with his . hand, 
except two, which are in a hand-writing known 
to be that of Father Hill. Theſe receipts are now 
in poſſeſſion of Sir Hi B—4, and the following 
may be looked upon as an exact copy. + 


.) Received this day, 27 February 1741, the ſum 
of 38 pounds ten fhillings in full of half a year's an- 
0) Theſe receipts were found amongſt Hir, Papers 

| OT pry pore ago. The four laſt were found 
ſome days before the other five. er 


E 2 zmuity 


(/ 68 . 
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(30 22d September 1742, received then. of Mr. 


gi, en, thirty eight pounds 10 3. in full of one 


half year's annuity, due to me the 21½ of Auguſt. laſt, 
ahd five pounds 5 f. in full of another half;year's an- 
nuity due the 27tb of ditto (d) in all forty three pounds 
T5 J. I ſay receiyed the ſame by the hands of Mr. Joln 


all me 
by I rang Br. 
© (3) (£) 84h March 1744 received then of Mr. Cborles 


 Sbireburn by the hands of Mr. Jobs Hill, thirty eight 
pounds 105. in full of half a year's annuity due the 22d 


-of Februaty laſt, and Bye pounds 5 4. in full of half a 


year's annuity dye * 1 * * in all 1 
* * oy | 
q — . „ M 4 
BOY pa, 
FF - | eck 

4) Reartiedd of Nr: Charlts Shirehues by the M05 
of Mr. Fin the fomJof 4% l. 5 5. hom zung 


C 
7 14 This receipt s remarkably with the extract fot 
F 5 Hilt's books. be 11% J. was ib the cams 21/f of 


Aue uft 1741 an conſequently the, half ear's Innuity was 


due Febyu mn 25 and. at 7% cent, mount wy to 


4. 10 5. 80 
eats Te afpears from-Father Hill'. bebte chat B's ſecond 
payment of 1 1 27 was made February 2760741 ; canſe- 
uently on Aug 42, one half year's annuity for this 
ſum Wedge, 44 Moe Foe Rye ſhitlings a8 is mentioned 
-4n this receipt, is txatly the ſum which 1 50 l. at 7 1. per 
cent, produces for half a year. 


(e) This afid-the fofegoing receipt are che two which are 
> only fwd by Mr. B. Hie other ide being enn im bis 


down hand, 1 9 


— 


2 | annuity 


$ 


Oo 


* 


Derr vv © 


>= 


.to comimence from the 274 


4 


ahh 23th of Fubruary laſt, witneſs ny 
hand, this 3d day of April 1744. Witneſs my hand 


A——d Bri 
101 OBober 1744. 
5). Received of Mr. Sbireburn from the hands of 


Mr. Hill the ſum of forty ſeven pounds five Te 
In full of half a year's annuity due 15 twenty ſeven 


of Auguf Rs FR oy 
a 1 FN And Bm 


(660 Reteived of Mr. Hill the ſum of forty ſeven 
ounds five ſtüllings, in Jul of half a 1 8 atinuityz 
ue to me on the 27th o f Auguſt laſt, from the repre- 
ſentatives of Mr. Charles Slireburn » as witneſs my 
hand, this third day of e 1745. 4 | 
__—_— —— — 


(7) 27 Marth 1746, received of Mr. Hul the ſum 


of twenty three pounds twelve ſhillings, and fix- 
wang being the quarter's wah due th 14, of laſt 
ehr. 


by B—r. 


ol September 3d. 1746. Received this uy of Mr. 
by the hands of Mr. Hil! the ſum of forty ſe- 

en pounds five ſbillings being in full of half a 50 
anche. due the 27th of Auguſt laſt. Received, 1 


lay, 1 me 
f _ OC 
G) March 24. 1747. Received of Mr. Hi!! the 


mull of forty ſeven pounds five ſhillings in fall of 
„ Mr. B. having, according to Father Hill's books; 


made his laſt payment of 100 J. — received a bond for the - 
whole ſum of 1350 J. to d or it an annuity of 94 J. 10 5; 


uft 1743, this agrees re- 
markably with the receipt before Hugs ; forty ſeven Ea Ae ty 18 | 


ſhillings being the half year's annuity, and becoming due on te 


E 3 half 


27th of February 1 742. 


PV)” is an 


+» 


half « year's annuity due to me the 2jth'of Fal- 


ary laſt paſt. * Received, I ſay,” by E e e 
N 3 | _ War, 4. — 4 B—r. 


Can then this A—d Br, in ſpite of all this evi- 
dence, have the confidence to perſiſt in his tale, which 
ha h, it ſeems, ſatisfied his good friends, that he was 
unacquainted wich the deſtination of the money, 
which he owns to have lent to Father Hill? Doth it 
not appear under his own hand, ſo frequently re- 
peated, that he knew that Hill acted as agent in this 
affair for the Provincial of the Jeſuits Doth he not 
own the receipt of his annuity from Father Shireburs 
the Provincial, with whom, according to HIPs 
books, he made the bargain ? Doth he not ſign a re- 
ceipt for the ſame annuity mentioning as the repre- 
fentative of Father Shireburn that very Sheldon with 
whom he ſo ſolemniy denies that he ever had any 
correſpondence ? Facts ſuch as theſe are ſtubborn, 
and not be trifled with; and when the reader has 
had them placed before him, he will not at all won- 
der that a profound ſilence about them hath been ob- 
ſerved by the worthy hiſtorian, in that extraordinary 
eee dated the 3iſt of May, on which he 

ath reſted his defence. Whether, after duely attend- 
ing to the force of the proofs which 1 have laid be- 
fore the Public, any of the gentlemen Who have heard 
B. give his account of the money tranſaction can per- 
ſiſt in having any opinion of his veracity, will ap- 
pear from the part, which they ſhall think proper to 
take, upon this appeal to the world. I ſhall only add, 

that the impar ial reader, who knows nothing more 
of B. but that he hath aſſumed the character of a ſuf- 
ferer for conſcience ſake, will look upon it as extreme- 


I 1y probab e, that the perſon who could accept of an an- 


nuity from one Provincia! of the Jeſuits, ſhould write 
letters to a ſubſequent Provincial about this * 


een 4 ty A ba wo 
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and that while the genuineneſs of the above receipts 
ſtands unimpeached, it will be of little ſervice towards 
the'Uearing'up uf Bs character, tho? he ſhould be 
able (as I am afraid he never can) to aſſign one ſingle 
proof, belides that of his own unſupported affirma- 


n « 
4 : 


. - 4%, - | 

| tion, that the letters produced by Sir H—y B—4 
vi- are for ged. op! 
ch The genuineneſs of the Receipts being then ſo ſtrik- 
as ing a confirmation of the genuineneſs of the Leiters, 
Ys I make no doubt that Mr. B. and his friends will en- 
it deavour to evade the evidence reſulting from them by 
Cy repreſenting them as the production of the ſame hand 
is who wrote the letters, and forged for the fame pur- 
of poſes ; and ſuch is the force of prejudice in weak and 
1 ignorant minds, that perhaps, if ſuch a defence were 
Ps made, it might be ſatisfactory to ſome. But unfor- 
e- tunately for Mr. B. and fortunately for the cauſe of 


truth, which ſooner or later always will prevail, all 
pretence for this kind of defence is precluded by 
the following very remarkable particulars, * 


Father Hill, who joined together the two ſeemingly 

inconſiſtent profeſſions of Jeſuit and Attorney, uſed to 

keep his current caſh (large ſums paſſing through his 
hands) at the ſhop of Mr. Wrigbt the Banker in Hen- 
rietta Street, Covent- Garden, by which means, he fre- 
2 gave thoſe who had demands upon him, 

draughts upon Mr Wright, which was the ſame as 
ready money. And this actually happeneth to be the 
caſe in the affair now under conſideration, ſo that 
Mr. Wright's books ſtand a laſting record that the 
above receipts are genuine; and conſequently that the 

Proteſtant Hiſtorian, after he had been in England at 
leaſt twenty years, was ſo cloſely connected with the 
Provincials of the Feſuits, as to receive an annuity 
from them. | | 
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e following extracts from Mi. hs ight's books 
as Are upon, and the Ne is S ackred to 


em with the receipts already produced. 
7 1) 105 the 23d G , 57 — 5 of 135 


15.5. was paid to — or N 
. Mr 2 1 


3 


0) On the WR e 1 k 563 
was paid to ditto, by order of Ditto. : 17 


(50 On the 31ſt of Ofeber 1744, the ſum of 4 . 
53. was paid to ditto, by order of ditto. | y 


(4 4) On the 3d of Seprember 1745; the ſum of a7 
555 Vas paid co dito, by order of ditto. 


Gy On the a. of March 1746, the ſum of 
twenty three twelve ſhillings and an 
mere paid to u by ardir of dino. ©. 


0 (6) On the 24th of Mirth 1745, the um of 47 L 
$5. was paid to ditto, by order of ditto. | 


| original draught for this laſt pa yment 
e e aud l Bs Fellows. hap | 


2 b "March 
N Wii, * | * 5 763. 
Day to Mr. H——g —— or better Forty ſeve 


ds 57, and lace it to I "Account t of 
endle Serra © a 


++ 4% * 


Erom theſe remarkable articles, agreeing, as ber 

as they go, ſo minutely with the receipts, it appears 

| that in order to acquit Mr. B. of a very ſuſpicious 

2 with the Jeſui, he and his 9 
(i 


(en) 
ese eh have any friendd after this evidence is mad 
to blic) muſt to the fegery of the extracts from Fa- 


er Hils books, to the forgery of the nine receiptsy 
' add alſo the Forgery of the books of an eminent Banker, 
4, Þ and what is ſtill more, the ehr of the book-keeper 
er I who, as I am informed, remembers to have paid 
| the above ſums into B*s own hands. But bold as 
| this man is in his affertions; and ſatisfied as he 
J. muſt be, from experience, that he is fo fortunate as 
. to have friends who put an implicit canfidence in 
2 his word, he hath had the prudence, to avoid ſaying 
. any thing to the Public, of a tranſaction which ha 
8 was conſcious could be fo well authenticated as this of 
purchaling an annuity from the Jeu. He might 
flatter himſelf that the zeal of his friends would find 
no proof in ſimilitude of hands, that Popiſh Prizft 
would either be ſilent, or if they told tales about him, 
would not be believed ; but the Books of a Banter, 
which he knew could be produced againſt him, was a 
kind of evidence too ſtubborn to be impeached, by his 
own effrontery, and too ſtrong to be reſiſted by the 
credulity of others. | 


After having confirmed fo autbentically the principal 
tranſaction treated about in the fix letters ro Father 
Sheldon, many of my readers will, 1 make no doubt, 
be ſatisfied that enough hath been ſaid to ſhew that they 
are genuine. But as one of theſe letters repreſents Mr. 
B as offering his ſervice to his Fefuit ſuperiors, and 
takes notice of a negotiation carried on between him and 
- Mr. Retz, the general of the order, by the means of Mr. 

Carteret, 1 ſhall now proceed to corroborate this eſſential 
particular, by the evidence, of almoſt the only perſons 
beſides Mr. B. who could know its truth=—1 mean 
by the evidence of Father Carteret himſelf. | 

Perhaps the death of Mr. Carteret, in Marel 
or April laſt,” hath encouraged Mr. B—— 1 ſo per- 
emptorily to deny, what he hoped could not be 
proved by any other perſon. But Carteret, though 
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he be dead; ſtill ſpeaketh; for he lived long enough» 
after Mr. B's Letters to Father Sheldon were produced, 
to give a molt remarkable atteſtation to their genuine- 
neſaã. As a man ot family, of learning, and abilities, 
wich an irreproachable private character, he was ad- 
mitted, tho the Provincial of the Jeſuits, to the acquain- 
tance of Proteſtants of the higheſt rank. Upon his 
beingaſked, ſome little time before his death, by a noble 
Duke, what he knew of the connexions between B. 
and the Feſuits in England, his confidence in his 
Grace's protection getting the better of his apprehen- 
fions of bringing himſelf into any danger, he owned 
to his Grace, that, at Mr. B's earneſt requeſt, be bad car- 
ried on the negotiation between him and the General of 
the order: by this declaration confirming moſt expreſsly 
part of the firſt letter where B. ſays, I have recei- 
wed a letter from Mr. Carteret, in Mr. Retz's name, 
who defires to know what Province will be moſt to my 


that 


('74 ) 


Satisfaction. 


Bur Father Carteret, beſides carry 
tiation with Rome, had alſo done another ſignal piece 
of ſervice to his penitent brother — being the very per- 
fon who readmitted bim, in a formal manner, into the 
order. This was done, at London, ſome time before the 
battle of Fentenoy (g); Mr. Carteret, not long before 
his death, having, to ſeveral of his acquaintances, men- 


ing on B's nego- 


tioned the fact, and fixed the date of it as above. 


If Father Cartere!*s reputation as 4 man of veracity 
ſhould not ſecure him from the charge of giving a falſe 
#eftimony, and his atteſtation ſhould not have any weight 
with the world, either becauſe he was a Feſuit, or be- 

cauſe he is dead z the ſame ohjections cannot be made 

to the following narrative of Mrs. Hoyles, widow: of 
Mr. Hoyles, a Printer, now living in Great-Wyld- 
Street, Lincoln's-Inn-Fields; taken from her own 
mouth, June the 1f 1756, which, 1 believe, will 


ir (e) This battle was fought on the goth April 1745. - 
bad. a | | "JETT, © 
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NY the Public, as much as it will confound Mr. 


3— ;. W 


Mrs. Hoyles ſays, that her acquaintance with Mr. 
FB. began in the year 1727 or 1728, on the following 
* occaſion. She was deſired by Mrs. Mary Sutton (then 
«. ſervant to Mrs. Fleetwood, aunt to Mr. Fleetwood 

«* maſter of Drury-Lane Play- bouſe) to allow her to 
meet Mr. B. at the apartment of Mrs. Hoyles to drink 
© a diſh of tea; Mr. B. then making his addreſſes to 
Mrs. Sutton, and paſſing, by her account to Mrs. 
* Hoyles, for a merchant i in good circumſtances, They 
* accordingly met. ſeveral times at Mrs, Hoyles's a 
© ment, and he appeared vaſtly fond of her; bur, at 
© laſt, complained to Mrs. Hoyles and her Huſband, 
that ſhe would not marry him. Mrs. Hoyles preſſed 
© her to marry him, and ſhe ſaid that he could not 
* marry for he was a Knight of Malta, and had made 
the ſame vows as if he had been a Prieſt. Upon 
that Mrs. Hoyles ſaid that, if they could not marry, 
* they ſhould not meet any more at her apartment; 
and that upon her talking to him about the Knights 
* of Malta, he drew his ſword, and ſhewed her how 
6 * Knights ſtood when the goſpel was read. 

Mr. B. calling frequently upon Mrs. Hoyles, on 
© the occaſion of this Mrs. Sutton, who was a catholic, 
© he and Mrs. Hoyles (who was at that time a Proteſ- 
©* tant, as all her relations ſtill are) had ſeveral diſ- 
© courſes about religion, and ſhe told him ſhe wonder- 
ed a man of his good ſenſe could be of a religion ſo 
full of ſuperſtition and bigotry, and aſked him if 
* eyer he had read Arcbbiſbop Tillotſon's ſermons. His 
* anſwer was, that Tillotſon was @ mere ſophiſter ; and 
with an air of contempt ſaid, that he could eaſily 
confute him, or words to that effect, and wiſhed 2. 
could think 7 well of the Proteſtant religion as Ge did. 
* In his diſcourſes with her upon this ſubject, be pus the 


* riſe of the Proteſtant religion in ſuch a light, that he 


by * ſeruples, which made her very uneaſy. 12 
0 


/ 


1 
© three years after ſhe became a catholic, unknown to 
© her Huſband, which ſtep gave great uneafineſs to 
© him and all her own relations. After this happened 
Mr. B. coming frequently to her houſe, had ſeveral 
© converſations with her huſband about religion, Mr. B. 
© with all the firength of argument defending the fide of 
he Catholics. ' And in about five years Mr. Hoyles 
© allo became a catholic. - Mr. B. upon this event, 
© congratulated them both, and hoped that his having 
© been inſtrumental in bringing it about, would make 
< ſome atonement for his own' negle& of his duty, or 
© to that effect. - Mrs. Hoyles never knew any thing of 
his being a Prieſt, till after her converſion 5 and he 
© told her, ſoon after his firſt acquaintance that he had 
© been "obliged to leave Rome, ori account of a Nun, 
© and that upon a friend's giving him information 
© that the inquiſition would lay hold of him, he made 
© his eſcape ; upon being aſked upon what account 
© relating to a Nun, he faid it was for writing ſome- 
thing in defence of her. „„ 
After this Mr. B. diſcontinued bis viſits for ſome 
time; and when ſhe ſaw him again the firſt time, he 
© faid that he had been ill; the aſked him, fuppoſe 
Mr. B.- you had died in this way? His anſwer was, 
© that if he had thought he ſhould have died, he would 
© have had ſome aſſiſtance. The occaſion of Mrs. 
* Hoyles"s queſtion was her having had many con- 
* verfations with kim about his returning to his duty, 
© ſhe knowing that he lived a life incooffſtent with the 
character of a Prieſt, and being in diſobedience to 
© his ſuperiors. With tears running down his cheeks, 
© frequently, he told her, bat be knew be did not ds 
© right, but that it was tht fault of bis ſuperiors, who 
„ would not reſtore him to his faculties, unleſs he con- 
5: ſented to go abroad, which he was 'averſe to and 
uſed to fay. to her, that he found the greateſt ſatis- 
faction when he converſed with her and her Huſbapd. 
bug #hat bis reſolutions to be good, were always difſi- 
pied wben be got into his great company. . 
2515 488 
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often heard him ſay, that he ſhould be glad to be 
* acquainted with Mr. Carteret, a gentleman of bis 
on Order, having heard a great character of his 
ſweetneſs of temper, learning and piety, Upon 
* that, Mrs, Heylas brought him acquainted Wik 
Mr. Carteret, and, on that occaſion, ſhe ſaid to 
him, Sir, I now return the obligation I owed you 
for being inſtrumental in making me and my huſ- 
5, band Catholics, by putting you in-the Way of re- 
turning to your duty). 5 
Nr. B. after wards told Mrs. Heylis (to the beſt of 
* her remembrance in the year before the rebellion) 
that ail was over, that Mr. Carteret, had dane the bu- 
* fineſs: Upon which ſhe and her huſband congratu- 
* lated. him; and Mr. Carteret frequently wrote to 
him, by the name of Sanders, or Sanderſon, to his 
lodgings, that there might be no ſuſpicion of 
* the correſpondence; and her 'huſband carried, 
from Mr. Carteret, | the Directory for bim to ſay 
5 bis Office . She aſked Mr. B—r, how he would 
* condutt' himſelf, upon being reconciled" to his Or- 
der, that his great Proteſtant acquaintances might 
not know it? His anſwer was, that he would leave 
them all at once, change his name, and retire to 
* ſome diſtant. part of England, he having had leave, as 
ſhe was told by him, to continue in chis country. 
Mrs. Hoyles, ſome time before Mr., B's Preface 
vas publiſhed, heard him ſay, ſeveral times, that 
he was writing the Lives of the Popes, for the ſake 
af religion, that they might be truly written; and 
* he told her haſband, chat he ſhould have the prim - 
ing of the boak. And afterwards, before his Prefate 
and Propoſals appeared, Mr: Howes ꝓrinted for him 
Ha thouſand receiptsʒ but . gave it as a reaſon w]hux 
he could not fulfil his promiſe! to Mr. Hayles of _ 
„printing his Hiſtory, chat Lord Aylner had ſaid, 
B. e your principles now, as ſydu prapoſe 
40 let a Papiſt print your W x... 
5 hen 
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When his preface to his work came out, Mrs, 
Heyles, upon reading it, was ſtruck, and could 
'© ſcarcely believe her eyes, the contents of it being 
ſo con to the doctrines he had formerly taught 
ber, and conſtantly maintained himſelf. Then, 
upon firſt ſeeing him after this, ſhe aſked him with 
©, ſome warmth, My. B, what burt bave m1 buſband 
"© and done you, that you ſhould burt us both in ſpiri- 
-<© tuals and temporals? for if you are now in ibe right, 
© you put us in the wrong ; for we were then in the right, 
© when you firſt knew us, if you are now in the right, 
© To which he made no reply. | 
Before Mrs. Hoyles brought B. and Mr. Carter: 
© acquainted, B. aſked her, if ſhe thought that he 
might truſt his money in the hands of the Jeſuits, for 
an annuity; becauſe, ſaid he, it it ail their own, 
:< having no property. Upon which ſhe told him, tha 
: © ſhe would lay her life, it they agreed to take th: 
money, they would faithfully fulfil their agree 
ment. At his requeſt, ſhe ſpoke to the gentlemer 
of the Order, and ſhe remembers to have hear 


from himſelf, that they bad got bis money, on th; 1 N 
terms he had mentioned. And, in the year ef 1 -: 
rebellion, he wanted, as he told her, his money back * 
again, ſaying, that it was à woman's . Up 

. * which Mrs. Hoyes ſaid to him, you ald me th , ** 
money was your own; and that it would-enab| 75 
your Order to do that good. which you yourſe * 
bad neglected Then he deſired Mrs. Heyles to te 10 
Mr. Elliot, the gentleman who acted tor Mr. $4 A 
don the Provincial, that unleſs they paid him thi fur 


money, he would hang Mr. Sheldon; tor he knew +, 
his haunts, and would advertiſe him. Upon chaff be 
e ſhe ſaid, Sure, Mr. B, you don't ſpeak as y  / 
think. Les, ſaid he, but I do; and her aufe ns 
_  » immediately was, Tou have à ſoul as black as bell. 
1 This laſt converſation was after the Preface ws en 
_ ©® printed, and ſhe had no diſcourſe wich him aft (f 
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I would be unneceflary, nay, it will be impoſſible; 
to exaggerate the facts related with fo much ſimpli- 
city and with ſo Ar an air of truth, in the above 
f 


narrative. I ſhall only obſerve, therefore, that after 
' peruſing it the reader will, perhaps, begin to think 
that it will be of very little conſequence to the 
character of Mr. B., whether the letters ſaid to be 
his, be ſo, or not, when facts much ſtronger, than 
any contained in thoſe letters, are ſo clearly and ſo 
perempꝭorily atteſted by Mrs. Hoy'es z whoſe evidence 
not only confirms the money tranſaction, and Father 
Carteret s having re- admitted our convert into the 
Order of Jeſuits, but alſo diſcovers à new Ful, per- 
haps more deciſive than either of the other two. as 
to B' religious principles ſince he came into Ex- 
land, —1 mean his having been the means of pervert- 
ing her and her huſband from the Proteſtant” re- 
igion. 272 ; * I „eee Lf 

| S Will B. and his friends cry out, that no regard 
is to be paid to the teſtimony of a Papiſt ; tho? 
I have already taken notice of the unreaſonableneſs 
of ohjecting againſt Popiſb evidence, when Proteſtant 
evidence cannot, from the nature of the caſe, be ob- 
tained, yet, I make no doubt, that we ſhall hear of 
the above objection. But I would defire thoſe who 

can be ſo much more friends to B. than they are 
friends to truth, as to continue blind to his baſe 
conduct, to be cautious, for their on ſakes, how 
far they engage their own credit in ſupport of the 
reputation of another, who, when the ſtrongeſt facts 
ſupported by authentic records, and living witneſſes, 
are laid to his charge has no defence to make, but 
by raiſing a cry, unſupported by the leaſt ſhadow of 
proof, againſt a great body of men; as if every 
thing which comes from that quarter muſt be for- 
-gery and perjury, tho” there can be no ſufficient 
f 5 ragon to induce them to be thus guilty. I can 
_ eaſily ſuppoſe tus that a man accuſed of 
things, Thich, if believed, will expoſe him to con- 
| rempe 
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ith . B., L ede 
eto meet her my 
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af veracity, and the a a pf which! 277 15 lp: 
ported, 48 :tÞ {ome of the eint de 
witneſſes, and, to Mr. 8B. *s great S 55 
Ege ee : 
When, a fact is armed A Fragen, 

ned, at a time when, wa Rea 755 
We aifl t0{haye.a motive to . from truth, it 
ill _ Oo All Le Ny this phe} if it 
:5an be proved, that me on e 
lame; facts, ſoon after jt; pened, and before. or he 
ſuppoſed. motive to give a falſe ny, did exiſt. 
Now this is remarkably the Faſe of Mrs. Hufes 
charge againſt B.; for it can be proved , 
>#Þly, that, long befare de baa gfe the Pro's 
provocation, by ,wriging agaiaſt them nay, 1 8 
very time y hen he was ber intimate frien vi- 
eer, ſhe uſed to ſpeak pf, his having been the ra 
ment of het and her huſband's Sndett to Popery 
mentionipg it, hen, hot 19% e. ber 25 4 
-Fommeadetiogs. 5d 2673 f 

In confirmation of i we app al to r 
af, Mr. Faden, printer in Mis 77, T-, 
and à P 8 This per ſon lodged: in the Houſe 
* Mr, Hoyles ſeveral years, trom 7⁴ to {AY 
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*© 1738. - During that time, he remembers well to 
© have ſeen Mr. B. coming to viſit Mr. and Mrs. 
* Hoyles, hundreds of times; and ſays, that it was 
*. notorious to every one in the houſe, that Mr. B. 
was a Jeſuit, and had been the inſtrument, of con- 
verting firſt Mrs. Hoyles, and at length her huſband, 
to the Popifb religion, that they made no ſecret of; 
this. at that time, and that he had, then, heard 
Mrs. Heyles, in preſence of her huſband, frequent- 
© ly ſpzak of Mr. B. as the good friend, who had 
«. firſt put them both in the way of being Catholics. 
Mr. Faden, who was ſo well acquainted with this 
remarkable inſtance of B*s Popiſh zeal, was great- 
ly ſurprized when he heard his, publiſhing his Hiſ- 
* tory of the Popes, in which he is ſo zealous, a Pro- 
+ teſtant, and hath, at different times, whenever oc- 
« caſion offered; told what he knew about B*s hav- 
ing converted Mrs. Hoyles's family, to his acquaint- 
« ances.” Some of theſe acquaintances have heard 
it from him. ſeveral years ago; laſt year, a reverend 
Divine, a dignitary in the Church, to whom it was 
then related, thought it worth while to communi- 
cate-it, tho* without the names, to the wor d, in the 
Evening Advertiſer; and, within theſe few weeks, 
Mr. Faden hath given the above intelligence to ſome 
gentlemen, who, upon the talk occaſioned 'by 'B*s 
correſpondence with Father Sheldon, had the curioſity 
to hear from Mr. Faden himſelf, a ſtory which will 
incline thoſe to whoſe ears it ſhall reach, to believe 
any other inſtance of Mr. B*s Popiſh connexions and: 
5 many years after his coming into Ex- 
Aſter fo deciſive a narrative as that of Mrs. Hoyles, 
corroborated by the remarkable teſtimony, of Mr. 
Faden, few of my readers will think it neceſſary to 
produce any other witneſſes, about a point, ſo unex- 
ceptionably cleared up, by the evidence already given. 
However, as other a do exiſt, whoſe atteſta- 
Ae erna 1 ene 243144 | now 
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tion will be looked upon as of the utmoſt conſequence, 
I muſt beg leave to add, that, e 
To the teſtimoay of Haben Carteret and drs, Mole, 
as to, Bi being readmitted into his- order, we have it 
in our power to add that of Mir. Horne, formerly-Sur- 
geon to the Empreſs: of Raſia, and, at preſent, Jodging 
in lirtle Myla- Street. This gentleman, on the farit of 
7 225 455 8 beine about B. declared, 
ago, he lodged in the tame houſe, 
with Mr. eee in great Nyld Jirees, that he, at 
that time, got acquainted/ with Mr. B., who came 
frequently to vit Mri Carteret, that B—r had very 
many conferences with Carteret, and that many of 
©* theſe conferences were held; in Mr. Horne's room, 
* whichj''as being more commodious, he lent to Mr. 
Uteret fer the oceaſten. What paſſed between 
them, Mr. Homme knew no otherwiſe than by Mr. . 
0 Bs ſaying to him, at lait, Mr. Horne, I am now of 8 poſed 
© yours, or or Labs ae on of yours... Upon which Mr. being 
Harne congratulated him, and was juſt going to aſk , 
_ © his/ſacerdotal Aging, But cheelted his ipclination, as 
ne did — D. might noe, as yet, be per- 
mitted to exereiſec his prieſt i function, from eien 
"ON he dad been SPE, : 
Al WS 55 1 ſhall — ira OR 
ſeems, by converſation: with him, tu know a great deal 
more about Mr. B. than he eares to ſpeal of, but WhO 
hatt mentioned © enough to confirm feveral facts re- 
late above, and which Mr, B. will find it extremely 
difficult to reconcile with that character which he bath 
aſſumed. The witneſs I mean, is Mr. Jobn Gay nom 
living in Nart-Surcet, Grifomnor-Square, who, upon 
being aſled, lately, what he knew about B , com- 
munieateti the following particolars' to à Gentleman 
frog ines Phave had my information: 
— Bey fays, that he lived as ſervant to the Provin- 
« efahs*6f de Feſuits, when they Jodged at Mrs." Fleet- 
1 4 in hitle Wola Sires. That he — Mr. 
085 3-17, 
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* B. —— "4 1 fic; he came to Pig, he believed 
&, * Werde rs ago, "coming" to viſit Mrs. Niet 
it . obe gers the: An, ar bite was 
0 Know i the hohle tb be one off their Brder f bur 
WhirFopting He was With chem, of what paſſe 
55 theſe Viſits, Mr: doth not pretend to knbw 3 
7 15 — See #4 — he firſt to Mrs. Net 


REES if with'd Scorchtwaßg, 
. de 8 en top ny az ind nie lodgeck at her 


me, 2 Mr. Hen v, nett door to Mrs: Pet: 
on the ber death, Mi- Oy took a Hol 
We on e"6p police" fide of the fame Sheet, and 


10 Mort nne AIST 
(Y. Mr. B. hath 255 told Proteſtants, that he was car? 
ried abroad when h e was an infant, nqt above four ot ſive 
years of age : and I have drm informed, that he ſometimes 
hath amuſed. thoſe whom. þ © thought fit ſubje&ts to oo im. 
poſed upon; with this'ta!e, that the Grand Duke of Tuſcany, 
being acquainted with his family, ſent for him into Ft; and 
bred nm up in his dominions. Now he did tive return 
to Britain till he was upwards: of forty years cold, nnd vet; 
immediately upon bis return, he ſpake with: a, Sciteh de 
He has he gener y accounted for e ſaying, that be, learnd 
his Engliſh, by ng a Coftee-Houſe to which many; 
Scotch gentlemen reſorted. But how could he acquire, if this 
be true, the femarkible dialect of the county of Mearni ? 
His Seoteb dcquaintances will tell him; that this Sbibboleth 
betrays him, andi ſhewy that he was much older than he. prev 
tends, vrhen he leſt the neigbbourhood of Dumder. In con- 
firmation of which, I have ſeen qa letter which ſays, that a 
gentleman now at D lin, and who will be in Mi-, 
challmat, can and will atteſt, that he ſaw Mr. 24 at Ro 
when de might be then about 18 arb of age, and that 
could not then fpeik one word of Italian; 85 Tthink Sd ; 
his great parts, he vettainly-mult have done, had be bee 
ety yeats in the dominions f the Grand Dudas tho Mt 
B. hath uſualhy dated his tranſportation to lia; from his very 
infancy, rr there are ſome of his acquaiojances who ey 
member to have heard a different ſtory — hies * . 
of them, Tam well aſſured, he has ſaid that he. was in Tah 28 
years 3 and "ab be 4ndlſputabty was upwards of 40, "Irfan he” 
ime back. he muſt, by this account, whieh can be ULNEI 
is 0 at leaſt 12 years old when ſent abo. 
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che Provincials of the Jeſuits lodged with him a great Þ mor 
© many years, and Mr. Br continued his viſits, during I have 
the time of Fathers Twrberville,. Richardſon, Braun, ¶ rom: 
* Bolt, and others. Mr. Cay ſays farther, that one Ms the / 
Hes, lodged in his parlors and boarded with him in t. 
Wich this gentle woman B= , by comiog fre- he tl 
quently to the Jeſuiis above ſtairs, got acquainted, 
and uſed to viſit her. as oſten as he came to thechouſe 
but Mrs. Hayes, at laſt, complained to Mr. Gay, of 
*B--- 2s taking. indecent liberties, by putting bi: 
© hand into her neck; and ſaid that unleſs ſhe could be 
* free from ſuch impertinence, ſhe ſhould be obliged to 
leave the houſe; and for this reaſon, - Mr. Gay, the 
nent time that B knocked at the door, - refuſed 
him admittance ; tho' he believes he came to the 
houſe after this, and did not leave off viſiting the 
VJeſuiis who lodged. there, till within theſe twelve © of 


4 þ4 


* years. er e „Ande- tens. 
II after all this chain of evidence, the reader ſhould i m 
demand proofs ſtill ſtronger of our Hiſtorian's zeal m. 
for Popery, and connexions with Feſuits, long - after th 
his coming into England, tho? I could not but lock th 
upon fuch a demand as highly unreaſonable, I ſhould 
obſerye that at a proper time, and before proper jud- 
ges, I make no doubt of the demand's being com- 
plied with, as freſn proofs come out every day, and as 
every inquiry made, from every quarter, throws new 
light upon the ſubject. Leaving, therefore, other wit- 
neſſes, Who have it in their power to ſpeak to Mr. B07 
conduct ſince he came into England, to be called 
upon, when they may ſpeak what they know of him 
without danger to themſelves, I ſhall now lay before 
the Public an account of the true reaſon of his leaving 
Italy, as the Jeſuits relate it. We have already given 
the ſubſtance of Mr. B*s account; as related by himſelf 
in private, tho? diſowned by him to the world. Till, 
thereſdre, he ſhall be pleaſed to fulfil the promiſe 
which he ſolemnly made about (wx: years ago, to pu- 
bliſh, himſelf, an account of this matter, the ec, 
extra 
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extract of a letter from Lay. which contains the teſti- 
mony of three eminent Jeſuiſs there, muſt, at leaſt, 
have as. much credit due to it, as Mr. B's.jjmuggled 
romance, which he hath not. thought fit ta, truſt; to 
the Public, however forward he mitzht he to retail it 
in the company of thoſe, whoſe good opinion of him, 
he thought, would not allow them to doubt, or whoſe 
ignorance '. would render hand pale 8. e 
his bloody ale 1 Ns Y bo SK clit 


Expat of a Letter Fs Rowe dte May 1,1 756. 


F woven l "had your letter but. yeſterday, 7 have 
informed myſelf as well as I could concerning 
© Mr, 3. Firſt, it is certain, and can be authen- 
© tically proved. that he never was either Profeſſor of 
KRbetoric in Rome, or oounſellor of, the inquiſition at 
Macerata. The. firſt, is evident from the day-books 
of the Roman college; and the latter, becauſe jt 3 
© notorious that there has not been in the memory of 
man one of his order in that poſt at Nals, Which 
© may. be. farther, cleared by. conſulting the books of 
that tribunal, . The truth, is; he (upplied-for about 
* three: weeks, as maſter of Rhetoric at Reme, while 
he was a ſtudent of Divinity and that, in the time 
© of the vacances, is a caſe Which happens. to ſome one 
© 10 the like ſtation every year. 1. 0 1 nigh 
© Mr. Allicazzi, his, cotemporary, ( wg 
© writer), tells me that in the time of. bis 9 
daa in ſcrupuli; but it ſeems he was ſaga, cured af 
* them 3. for he was ſcarce out of this novice-ſhip but 
8 * devs in amori, Ni whilſt a ſtudent, in philo- 
„ %%% „%%% «ov (i; Notwithſtand- 
* ing, he ſhewed a great genius in his philoſophy, and 
* turned out the belt, of his courſe. How he ,behayed 
in teaching humanity 1 have not learned ;.. but he 
never taught at Rome. During his Divinity ſtudies, 
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Father, II 
who has been very ry well ac. 
0 0 1 1 Os Mgr Br denouticed 
himſelf, and adviſed her to do the fame, in order to 
Wo prevenc e profecuri on (9. But this had not 
the ach | E the j Na were taking 
* in — 5 . che alfa) „ "when Br 
was. 5 7 (by an ordet of bis ſuperiouts) to Peru 
Kis. The Inquifitor interceded with, his ſuperiour: 
to let him ſtay at Aas gata, alledging ther, pre. 
hoes'; but his ea was to Keep him,: there til 


e had ſuffi ſufff 2 1 him Gila "hold of 
1. Bat it they/ "ha n 25 | to leave 
ger at Meter ata. H 
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„ fuſtcdl to bear them, 1 to draw ſar bd difi- 
e ities: Nor did Mr. Confer e Hit 13 or 
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© They fay chat one of the perfons, who gave hi 

© Tice of e Capiatur, was the Lady Buonacurf, 

4 jg the ſubttiace of hat Meſſieurs Alticozzi, Coniers 
and Lunardi have atteſted e Mr. B's. ha- 
+ viour; at Rome and Mazerata. CAA ANA 


Having now laid: viſa: che Public à tranſaction 
which, for ſome months-Paſt{” hath been ſo much the 
ſabjeft of private converfacion, while I. flatter myſelf 
that this — in general, need no 
— — of the intelligence u hich it commume nes, I 
am 'apprehenſive that an a may. be neceſſary 
when b-confider the bule d which it hath infenſibly 
1 And yet, with the moſt earneſt deſtre to pre- 
ty, — for the ſake of the reader and my- 

ſelf, do ach ire that I could have been leſs tedious, 


—— loſs exact, or way 1 ey have omitted 4 
> I * 1 

| 9 (1) Mer, V. 2's was aftually e | 
men the Search To eſuits at Dovay, after he 0 Jtgh.. 
Ar that Ege thr a brother Jeſs 

ion to Schfland, NaN dal ed u Yr: t Bones 
It is eallly curiceived. WN Mr. B. did not make this à part of 
the narrative with which he hath amuſed his Proteſtant ac- 
quaintances. The fame reaſon, no doubt, induced bim to 
conceal his having borrowed, at Douay, the horſe of Father 
Strahan, the rector of the Stoteh college, to go'on'a viſit to a 
friend at BH. His. riding off with this horſe to Calnis, where 
be ſol him, ill account for his trepidation when he. met Lord 
Baltimere* there; for tho” che Romiſh inquiſition could a 
the French Ade mighe* 4 at hiv heels. | 
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any thing of what I have f4id, without omitting ſome 
Argument which might merit attention, or ſonic proof 
- which might command aſſent. If che number df my 
| Pages be great, I can ſay, at the ſame dime, I rave not 
"once wandered from my ſubject, nor ever loſt of 
the extraordinary perſon, whoſe real character hath 

been unkhown, till it fell to my lot to be the inſtru- 
ment of expoſing it to the Fuba. 
If ir ſhould be aſked why this hath got been done 

ſooher, I ſhall only anſwer, that, tho“ it is nom three 

or four months ſince the ſix letters to Father Sheldon 

were firſt ſhewn to Proteſtants, the collareraf evidences 

of theit genuineneſs have been (inte gradually diſcovered, 

and the reader will have obſerved, that it was not till 

very lately that ſome of the moſt ſtriking proofs, re- 

lated above, could be appealed to. Other reaſons, be- 

ſides expectation of freſh evidence, have tetarded the 

laying the matter before the world in ſuch a pertor- 

mance as this. Hopes, | believe, were conceived (I am 

afraid without foundation, ) that a way would be ound 

by which the genuineneſs of the Letters might be au- 

thenticated, by a deciſion in Vieſtminſter-Hall, the ho- 

norable gentleman, in whoſe poſſeſſion the originals 

are, thinking, I ſuppoſe,” that if he could obtain the 

ſentence of a court of Juſtice; this would ſilence calum - 

ny, would force prejudice to open its eyes, and influ- 

ence. the Judgment of the whole nation. And yet, 

had it been poſſible for him (perhaps it may ſtill be (a) 

for him) to bring the affair into a court of juſ- 

tice, an iſſue in which his adverſary hath” ſhe wn fo re- 

markable an averſion to join) I am apt to think, that 

tbe event would not have wholly anſwered expectation, 

. N nk ieee, e 

1 1 r. | POR Eb tn cnn WH BD LE a WIG 

(] Moſt Lawyers ſeem to doubt of this. Mr. B. was 

called upon to take his oath, by way of appeal to his prudence, 

not by way of appeal to his conſcience. , But it ſhould ſeem 

3 that the Jeſuit was too cunning for the Baronet. The oath 

4 hath been made, it is true, but. care was taken to convey away 

the original affidavit, fo that na rerord of «the tranſaRtion 

exiſts, and conſequently * proſecution ſor perjury can lie. p 
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D would have adhered. ſtill to that ſide, which 


the| moſt pains, to practice upop, their ignorance, 
te am wodate itſelf; 10 their, preju 12 Witb⸗ 
2 being ſolicitous, thergfore,, to a gn. reaſons, "why 


. ſooner made 10 the 5 


Ie, 
ee e is made, the ö ffair dend up 
Proper, foundations and 28 th ? 4 5 
who can find no reedy in Velden e, 

may plead his own cauſe without feei e = 1 
Action of ſlander, or without paying a [licitor for pen- 
ning an Affidavit.,., -_- 
Ooe would have thought, 1 that an innocent perſon, lo 


accuſed as this gentleman bath been, would have loſt 


no time, after. he had a copy of his accuſation delivered 
to him, in making his defence. And yet, tho? atteſt. 
ed copies of the letters have been given into his hands, 
hear a, month ago, (1), he til! holds his tongue and 
keeps ſilence. He had been loud in his complaints, that 
copies of the letters were. not delivered to him at firſt 
and yet, after he has obtained them, he leaves the 
world as much in the dark as it was before ; ſo that it 
ſeems very difficult to reconcile the unwillingneſs which 
he ſhews to communicate to the Public, the, letters 
which have been the foundation of ſo ſevere a char ge, 
with his uncommon for wardneſs in denying the n= — 
itſell. Indeed he hath been pleaſed to inform us (0), that 
550 his obtaining a copy of the letters, be will prefix 
them with proper remarks to the fourth volume bis 
biftory of the, Popes. But two reaſons have induced, {ies 
not to wait for the completion of this promiſe. Us 
firſt” is, that, although the, forwardneſs of his, ;fourt 
volume, in the preſs, Jah been ſo politively aſſerted by 
him (), I believe as good evidence, at leaſt as 


own, can be produced to prove, that it is in ſo great 
Ko ppg that there can be but little W of its 
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*ſeeing! 88 thin 712 8 efold v 
time, de mighi Ge the the ther 
2 to — he fed ol We e Hanf e 
. ot u miſe!" to pub" con 

| hn bay yy bis eleaße from Tae other 


reaſon 1 ſtrong,” which has induce i 
walt ſpr My. Fa Publiſhing the lettefs 

remärks, is this,” that tho” without doubt, Hy had ( 

| no well qualified t to make rematks u pon fler, 5 


ſelf in point of knowledge of the FN any of! 
will be better qualified to make recarky 0 
in point of impartiality. This laſt qualifi 8 
ſelf, can boaſt of; and, eber Heften, re rel- 
his deere be [think 1 cad Fa 105 5 
to #mpariiatity; I have added 3 01557 not hay ing pre- 
formed to take the pen in hand till [ had pr uted all 
he materials which readily gffered Fn "upon 
this ſubject. But however A furniſh ith ith mate- 
rials, no confiderition ſhould have prevat 8580 me 
uu make this uſe of them, had I not thought,” that by 
ſo doing, 1 aRed the part of a good citizen, gf a * 
to trutk, and of a ſincere Protestant. 
If it ſhould' be objected, that Mr. B. 72 855 
other relation to the Public, but that of Wh 
that, therefore, the Public hath nd rig I ie 15 
inc onſiſtences or cenſure the conttad; ions WES may 
delohg to his private character, * anſwer, that, ſuch a 
remark, very pertinent in other” caſes, can have no 
weight-at preſent, For it 7s notorious to all the world, 
that Mr. B. himſelf hath taken care to. make his private 
character, and private hiſtory as related by bimſelf, the 
foundation of Iii public flog ie as th fortan of the 
Popes. Had a Divine of the church of ngland, with 
no other claim to the” favor of the great hüt his mo- 


ption I fear would ſcarcely have defrayed his ex- 
2 'tho' it might be eſtesmied by the 
who are really learned? would: Bardly iave Found a 


plate i the drake of the” an pretchdefs td 
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2 and his merit, undertaken this work, his ſub· 
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5 7 of the Pop#t by 4 coubſenof ofithe 


e: Na ho ad fled. 3 England for conſ- 
o; Aftet his Arrival Lege us, run 


by 


ques 10 the arrethpes df Papi eike, 3 a 
1 | Lach an. hand, Mew was perſuaded 
d 0 on, it font of nouelty, 


| 1 1 a3 to. f | for the dc itte which he 


By. ngerg one, an duo great enemies of perſccution as 


Sg STE Na cheiß protection who 1 Sale make 

that he hat 15 a ſufferer by it. The 

15 25 0 f the Popes, 7 5 owing all his encou- 
is, favor wi dreat, his Foble ſubſcrip - 
a pla ce and his ali to ac charactet which 
ed - add. to an Accoqnt of himſelf artfully pro- 

55 red, if Jf ſhall appear that he aſſumed a character 
o Which fie had bo picteafions,. and\ gave an account 
of bimſelf 1 5 hath no reality, in this caſe, the Pu- 
biſe hath as good a right to detect, ſuch an -irbpoſtor as 
A, bs, ller hath, fo ull off the maſk; from a highway | 
ho Hall oy. him. The latter would never have 
* to take a purſe without diſguiſing his perſon, 
and the former would never have ſucceeded as a writer, 


. every one who 

he Po out the taunts, or can trace them through 
their diſguiſes, to alſiſt in Bringing them to juſtice, 
that the Soil may na longer ſuffer from the open vio- 


lence of the one, and the more dangerous hypocriſy of 


the other. 


By communicating, therefore, to the Public the | 
Charge brought againſt this extraordinary man, and the 
unanſwerable proofs that ſupport it, I ſnew my regard 
for his patrons, who having honored him with their 


friendſhip, while they thought him the man of truch * | 


175 2 will, no doubt, withdraw their counte- 
c they find. they have been impoſcd upon, 
ervile fs 


ttery and low cunning, ----.1 ſhew my re- 


ſubſcribers .and. acquaintances, * 


2 


(92) | 
been taught to look upon him with the veneration due 
to a primitive confeſſor. I ſhew my regard for the 
inhabitants of Great Britain in 8 whoſe encou- 
ragement of one impoltor might expoſe them to future 
attempts of the like nature. --- I ſhew my regard for 
his Majeſty, whoſe bounty, intended only to reward 
merit and relieve innocence, hath been fo liberally ex- 
tended to one deſtitute of bath one qualifica 
who has alſo preſu ned to/addreſs His oöceig 


83 

do cent 
which would be reſpectful if we had no room for 
doubting of their fincerety. In a word --- by unmaſk- 
ing the Hiſtorian of the Popes, I think I do real ſervice 
to the Proteſtant Religion, as Papiſts will now ſee, that 
the Church of England can be no Ales for the un- 
worthy out-cafts of the Church of Rome; that Pro- 
teſtants are ready to give up every champion however 
zealous, whoſe views and character they diſapprove of, or 
ſuſpect; and that, fully ſatisfied with our Chillingworths, 

our Barrows, our Stilling fleets and our . ve 
deipile the mercenary aſſiſtance of a Bruys, or a 1 * 
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FRANCIS BRUTS, 


Author of the French Hiffory of the 
Popes, printed at the Hague in five 


Volumes 4, in 173, 1733, and 
1 734. ff a 6 5 i * 5 5 
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Containing ' 
pr VS 4 is HE 
FRANCIS BRUYS, &. 


\ {RANCIS Brus was born at Serrieres, a village 
| of Magonneis in France, on the 27th of Febritary. 
170%, and was ſon of a merchant of the ſame name 

by Claudine Paſſeaud, his wife. He received the 

firſt part of his education under the care of his mo- 

I ther's brother, James Paſſeuud, then Rector of the pa - 
80 riſh of Chavagm, near Maron, who taught him the 
I elements of the Latin tongue, and finding in him a 
» good. diſpoſition and genius for learning determined 
„ to ſend him to ſtudy under the monks of 
Toung Bray having finiſhed his humanity - ſtudies 
under them, removed to Notre Dame des Graces en 
Forex, where he began his courſe of philoſophy un- 
der the fathers of the Oratory, and returned from 
thence in 1725 (). He was intended for the 
Church (5): but before that deſign could be put in 


(a) Memoires hiſtoriques, critiques, & litteraires, par few 
M. Bruys, vol. I. p. 45 edit. de Paris 1751, in 8. Pere 
Niceron Memoĩręs pour ſervir a Phiſtoire des hommes illuſtres, 
vol. 42. p.130. & Vie de M. Bruys, prefixed to the 1ſt Volume 
of Memoires hiſtoriques, &c. p. 1, 2. lt appears from Ni- 
ceron, p. 160. that the article of M. Bruys in his Hemmer 
Mufires was communicated to that writer by the Abbe Joh, 
honorary Canon of the cathedral church of Dijon in Burgundy, 
an 4, ol 7 K of 45 Bruys, 5 3 hiftoriques 
appear from the preface p. 3. to have been publiſhed b 
that Abbe. ana * 

) Memoires hiſtoriques p. 60. 


exec - 


( 96 ) 
execution, he took a courſe which \ prevented | it. For 


4% -v 


in 1727 he reſolved to travel, tho” without the con- 
ſent or knowledge of his family, or a proper pro- 
viſion for boch a journey; and a0 Cas our,” n jn pur- 
ſuance ef this reſolution, arrived on the evening of 
June 18th at Pont de Joe; thence he proceeded to 
Bourg, the capital of Breſſe,, and on the fourth day 
after his departure reached Geneva; where he wrote 
to his father, who returned him à ſevere anſwer, 


being highly diſpleaſed with his elopement from his 


fami y (c). 
- After ſix months ſtay at Geneve, he went into 


Swiſſerland d), and thence. into Holland, arriving at 
the Hague, 3 Fuly 1728 (e). Here he declared him- 


ſelf a Proteſtant A He had ſearce \ſerrled*him- 
ſelf at the Hague, before he began to conſider in 


what manner he might ſubſiſt; for which purpoſe 


he ſoon commenced author, and ' undertook' a 


tiodical work, under the title of Critique — oh 


| des Journaux Litttraires & des Ouvrages des Savant, 
iſhed at the Hague in 1730 in12*. But having 


in that journal declared on the fide of M. Saurin, the 


celebrated preacher at the Hague, in the diſpute con- 
cerning officious lying, and having inſerted in the third 


Volume, Art. 8. p. 113, a letter to M. Ta uſſau, pub- 


"liſhed after an edict of the States of Holland had en- 
Joined an abſolute ſilence on that queſtion; he was 
accuſed by the French miniſters of the oppoſite party 
of Holland. In order, therefore, to give time to this 
ſtorm to blow over, he left Holland, and came to 
London g); where he made no long ſtay,” being in- 
duced by the letters of his friends at the Hate and 


N c) Ibid; ba 60-64. kd 
e) Ibid. 4 151. 
4 Niceron p. 131. & Wie te en Ps, 2. 
Ig) He was there in Ofeber 1 1730, as appears hob the 
draught of a letter of M. Des Moatzear's till extant., ; 


the 


— 
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(97) 
Des Maizeaux, to return ſoon to 
found himſelf. abandoned be 


he ok Fas, "as attended wit — ee ag 
of well as trouble (i). 
a The friendſhip, which he had contraſted during 
85 his refidence at London, with M. Des Maizeaus, oc 


| md A de between them by letters. of 


ol heſe ſoyenteen of the originals of M. Brus from Nov. 
I 29, 1 ml Ng r8th Faly 1733, ſtill extant, ſhew his 
true character and 2 at that time. It will be 
proper, therefore, for this purpole, to Were 

ſrom thole letters. 
918 772 from the Hague: of the 2 — ef Novinder 


ror ons his deſign of going that win- 

a leber „his own country, he e into 
a 1 profane raillery: Fe compte aller cet byver' 
| Barre ue boire de copieuſes ruſades d vvire fame. 
Fu tes * choſe 2 Londres, & faites un | bonne 
9 Fo 1 que vous puiſſieæ vous perſunder, quite 

Portugal vaut celui de Madcon. Selon ! Bvangile\ 


15 N pas 2 avoir une pareille idle, quorqu#lle 


eilſe Fort extraordinaire. Tranſporter une ine: 1 
7 7 Fo petit grain de For ne ſeroit-te pas un. 
= us extraordinaire encore? Maſs pardons "nous" 
oa Dee ces bauts myſteres, & crions avec la 


rty 25 Yiu 7 foi 7. 1 57 Fond 15 Jonny 

7 i pas en cela le parti raiſonna moins 

* Ar edans le parti du- —— 
prod. age ties des 


naus aſſuri 
Or e que je urur me ranger à 
nd Aus forta. Ergo .. : « . Tirez la conſequence,” "WG Adnes- 
moi ce que vous: r de Get argument. Aid; tot nett 
In the next letter, of the adõth of Decomborg 15g, 
s. der Nr r turns, __ 


XL 5 usenet. LS 
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his affujr of che profeention had talen, would keep 
hien in Holand, and divert him from his tary 
lution of returning to his on country,” - ,» 

His contempt of ecdefraſtics: in 4 660 e as 
bis indigyation. aga ainſt M. de la Chapelle, and other 
French oe and his reſolution of returning to 
his native country, and the religion in which he had 
been educated; are evident from his letter of the 2d 
of Jauuary, 1730-1, N. S. Vaild. Morfirur, à quoi 
Ten eſt: expoſe. quand on a affaire d la 2 5e7 
Tout paſſe 4 4 fo faveur du ele de la main de Dia. 
& ce train continue, je ne ſuis pas fi eloigns de Bour- 
nne, que je ne puiſſe bien y retourner, & n vienne 
apres cela me dire, qu'il faut ſartir de Bahanse. 

. His: language concerning Divines, in his letter of 
April 1731, N N. S. is ſtill more groſs; ſor he declares, 
ſtqhat be is more and more oonfirmed in the notion, 

- Which be had long entertained, that no ſincerity, 
honeſty, or gnod faith are to be found in the grenteſt 
part of men af that profeſſion. As neſie, je mt row-. 
| eu plus dans ia prnſee,! que fat. depuis 
long tems." ſpaworr, qu'onine trouue ni foicerite,. 11 drei- 
tus, u honne foi. dans la plupart der Thealagiens. - 

He mentions: in his letter of the 23d of February, 
1130:is N. S. that he had received two days before 
2 preſſing letter ftom his relatians ſor his return to 
Rargundy;: accompanied with a. bill of. exchange fot 
200 lieres: and he aſks; what he ſhall do, fince he 
had man circumſtances to. diſguſt him in Halloxd. 
Aud M. Des Maizecux: having in his anſwer gien 


his opinion -agaiaſt his return, M. Brays in another 
— 
friend for t 


going 


ig th of March, 1730-1, N. S. raillies his 
think ing that be:ſhould loſe his liberty by 
; to Hance, Once the greateſt-{iberty con- 
ſiſts in free in the midſt of ſlavnryitſelf. 7 
re pois avec = de reconnoiſſance les bons avis que 
vous ne! damn & Pegard de mon re tour en Frante. Mais 
je ne ſaurois approwuer Pidte qus vous avez de la Niberte. 
| Je perdrois en Bourgogne, e de, ce hien, qur 7 
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le plus preciens de tous. - En veritt, je crvi que ie un 
bien trust ebimerique; Car la plus grande liberts con/iffe 
a fe troueer libre dans Peſclavage mime.” Ergo, &c; 
This ſhews, that our Freethinker, like moſt others, 
made no difficulty of outwardly conformmg to a 51 
tem of religious an of which he Had vo con. 
viction in his mind. 

But dagen hn ing his pelinition to return to his 
native country and his old religion, of which he had 
been intended for a prieſt, tho he appears from his 
letters not to have had any ſerious impreflion of any 
religion, he undertook to compile an Hiſtory” of the 
Popes from St. Peter to Benedi XIII. inclufroely. This 
work. is drawn up in a manner very infavourable to 
the papacy and the memory of moſt of the popes; and 
to give the greater force to his ſatire, the author aſ- 
ſumes the character of a Roman Catholic. The plan 
of it and propoſals for printing it by Subſcription” had 
been publiſhed at the Hague in 1730, in 24 pages in 4 
with a ſpecimen containing the life of Gregory VII; 
which he afterwards diſavowed in the preface to the 
firſt volume of his Hiſtory as defective both in ſtyle 
and method. The impreffion of the work itſelf was 
begun before April 1731, as appears from a letter of 
his of the 23th of that month n. ſt. tho? in that letter 
and another of the 8th of May n. it, from 
does not acquaint M. Des Maizeaux with the ſecret 
his being the author of that work. The firſt and ſecond 
volume of which were pabliſhed at the Hague in 1732» 
the third and fourth in 1733, and the fifth in 1734. 

While he was engaged in this work, he quitteck 
Holand, and retired to Germany, and Tived near two 
years at -Emmerick, where he married Anne Dentil of 
Montanbun, by whom he had two children (&), and 
alter her death married a ſecond wife R 

1 70 his reſidence at Emmerick, he wrote Ale 
ter to Mr. Des Meizeaux of the 18th. _ July 1733, 
t) Vie de Bruys, p. 9. 
() MS, letter of 18th 7 2733 


n. ſt. 


(wo) 
n. it. in which he owned himſelf to be the author of 
the Hiſtory of the Popes, and mentioned, that he was 
then drawing up an anſwer. to the authors of the 
Bibliathegue Rai ſonnèe and Fournal Litteraire, which 
had fixed a ſuſpicion of deiim upon him; to which, 
he ſaid, he would endeavour. to reply in ſuch a man- 
ner, as ſhould not charge his conſcience by a ſhame- 
ful and cowardly diſſimulation. Fe repongs.4 preſent 
aux auteurs de la Bibliothẽque Railonnee & du Jour- 
nal Litteraire, gui me rendent ſuſpet3 de deiſme. Je me 
tire de cette intrigue ſans charger ma conſcience par une 
bonteuſe & lache diſſimulatio n. 
. His inclination. tor Holland. reviving, be left En- 
merick for Utrecht, with a reſolution to fix there: but 
, yas diverted from it by an invitation of the Count of 
 New-Wied, who wrote to him a moſt obliging letter, 
and offered him his patronage and an employment at 
his Court: Departing therefore from Utrecht, on the 
8th of February 1734-5, he paſſed thro* Munfter and 
Cologne, and arriving at Neu- Wied in the following 
month, was received there with great marks of regard 
by the Count, who appointed him his Library Keeper, 
and by the Counteſs, who intruſted him wich an im- 
portant commiſſion eight days after his-arcival, 
The death of his patroneſs on the 27th of May 
1736 (n) haſtened the execution of a reſolution, which 
he had formed of returning to France () and one of 
the reaſons, which he aſſigns, was, that he had for four 
or five years paſt diſcovered his error ii; changing his 
religion, and thought it time to correct his error in 
that point, in order to ſet his conſcience. at caſe (o). 
So that, according to his own account, printed ſince 
his death, he was a Roman Catholick in heart, While 
he 8 Proteſtantiſm, and publiſhed his Hiſtory 
of the Popes, tho? it is much more probable: from his 
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(e) Niceron p. 139-143. and Vie de 
0 (A) Memoires, tom. 2. p. ar. | 
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( 11 ) 
own letters, that he had then no religion; and his let- 
ter from Emmerick in July 1733, cited above, ſeems 
to admit the charge of Jilin to him. 

In purſuance of his laſt deſign, he departed from 
Germany in Auguſt 1736, and went to Paris, where 
he abjured the Proteſtant Religion, and was reconciled 
to the church of Rome. He continued four or five 
months in that Metropolis, where he drew up his 
Memoirs (p), and formed an acquaintance with many 
of the learned men, and particularly Father Tourna- 
mine the Feſuit, who had a great eſteem for him, and 
would have procured him a ſettlement, if Mr. Bruys 
had not been married. The intereſts of. his family 
therefore obliged him to purſue the profeſſion of the 
law, notwithſtanding his difinclination to it. He went 
accordingly to Dijon with that view ; but on the day, 
on which he was made Licentiate there, he was ſeized 
with a Dropſy in his breaſt, which put an end to his 
life in the night between the 2oth and 21th of May 


1738, in the 31ſt year of his age. 


After his Return to France, and on his death, he 
appeared to be a ſincere Catholic; and in his Me- 
moirs he expreſſes the utmoſt averſion to Proteſtan- 
tiſm, repreſenting the effects of liberty of conſcience 
aud toleration to be nothing but hereſies and diſorders, 
and deteſting all his former writings as furniſhing arms 
to the enemies of truth, and eſpecially his Hiſtory of the 
Popes, which he always ſpoke of with the utmoſt 
horror (40. 


(p) They we dated at Paris 8th Fan. 1736-7, N. 8. 
(9) Niceron p. 143-1452 75 Bruys, p. 14, 15. 
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